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Policy Update 

President Trump Issues Executive Order Involving  
On Friday afternoon, the Trump Administration issued four Executive Orders addressing drug prices, including one     
requiring FQHCs to provide insulin and EpiPens to low income patients (and potentially others) at 340B prices.       
NACHC has had a legal analysis conducted of the text of the Executive Order and determined that it is not               

. However, we are all deeply concerned about the President’s and HHS Secretary’s characterization of 
health centers as benefiting from 340B savings at the expense of low-income patients. To counter this                     
misinformation, NACHC released a statement and are arranging meetings between the top levels of NACHC and HHS          
leadership. This is an evolving situation, and we will keep you updated as developments occur.  

HHS Extends Public Health Emergency 
As expected, Secretary Azar extended the Public Health Emergency on Thursday, July 23. This action extends a range 
of temporary payment and regulatory flexibilities affecting a wide range of stakeholders. Most directly for FQHCs, it     
extends FQHCs' ability to be reimbursed by Medicare for services provided via telehealth, regardless of the patient or 
provider’s location, through approximately October 20, 2020. 

Senate Unveils Fourth COVID Stimulus Package 
On Monday, Senate Republicans unveiled the Health, Economic Assistance, Liability Protection and Schools (HEALS) 
Act, a roughly $1 trillion coronavirus relief package. Among other provisions, the bill proposes setting aside $7.6    
billion to support community health centers, an additional $25 billion for the Provider Relief Fund, $16 billion for 
testing,   contact tracing, and surveillance in states and extending telehealth flexibilities through the end of 2021 or 
the end of the COVID-19 public health emergency, whichever is longer. Medicare payment expansions for FQHCs 
would also be extended for five years beyond the end of the public health emergency. Negotiations will now begin 
with Senate Democrats. In order for a bill to pass the Senate, it will need 60 votes, meaning that Senate Democrats 
are needed to pass this bill. 

House Introduces Additional Telehealth Legislation, Includes FQHC Provisions 
Last week, Representatives Mike Thompson (D-CA), David Schweikert (R-AZ), Bill Johnson (R-OH), Peter Welch (D-VT), 
and Doris Matsui (D-CA), introduced the Protecting Access to Post-COVID-19 Telehealth Act of 2020. This bill includes 
provisions to allow FQHCs and RHCs to permanently serve as distant sites in Medicare and receive payment at the 
Medicare PPS rate. The bill also removes the geographic restrictions of originating sites and makes the home an     
eligible originating site. 

Legislation Introduced to Provide Additional Funds for the FCC COVID 19 Telehealth Program 
Representatives Abigail Spanberger (D-VA) and Dusty Johnson (R-SD) recently introduced the COVID-19 Telehealth  
Program Extension Act, legislation to provide an additional $200 million for the FCC COVID-19 Telehealth Program.   
Given that the initial funds from this program were exhausted earlier this month, this bill would allow for additional 
grants to be distributed. 

Maine Employers Could be Taxed by State on Federal Emergency Loans 
The Press Herald reported late last week that Maine businesses and nonprofits could be saddled with heavy tax bills 
for taking forgivable federal emergency loans in the early days of the pandemic unless legislators act to bring the 
state's tax laws in line with federal statutes. Maine employers have taken out more than $2.2 billion in Paycheck  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-access-affordable-life-saving-medications/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/executive-order-access-affordable-life-saving-medications/
http://www.nachc.org/nachc-statement-the-white-house-executive-order-regarding-health-centers-and-the-340b-drug-pricing-program/
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/news/healthactions/phe/Pages/covid19-23June2020.aspx
http://connectwithcare.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/THOMCA_089_xml-FIN.pdf
https://spanberger.house.gov/uploadedfiles/covid19telehealthprogramextensionacttext.pdf
https://spanberger.house.gov/uploadedfiles/covid19telehealthprogramextensionacttext.pdf
https://www.pressherald.com/2020/07/22/maine-employers-could-be-taxed-on-federal-emergency-loans/
https://www.pressherald.com/2020/07/22/maine-employers-could-be-taxed-on-federal-emergency-loans/
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Policy Update (cont’d) 

Protection Program loans since April, with many expecting the loans would be forgiven - converted into grants - if 
they met  program rules. Forgiven portions of loans are not subject to federal income tax under the CARES Act, which 
created the loan program. But employers still will have to pay Maine income tax - up to 7 percent  - on the forgiven 
portion of the loans unless lawmakers pass an amendment to state law. 

***Request for Info Reminders*** 

340B Template for Health Centers to Demonstrate Impact of Contract Pharmacies 
NACHC has developed a template that health centers can use to create a “one-pager” describing the value of        
contract pharmacies to their patients and programs. If you haven’t already done so, we are asking that you use the 
template (or other approach) to describe what services and access would be lost if your CHC lost the ability to use 
contract pharmacies. Please share the results with Bryan Wyatt at the PCA, so that we can develop a working        
document on this subject. 

Congressional Request for Info on Health Care Workforce Shortages 
Will Woodworth, the Health Legislative Assistance for Congressman Jared Golden will be joining us at an upcoming 
Office Hours. He is currently working on a report for the Congressman about health care worker shortages and has 
asked if Health Centers could provide information to him as background for that report. More specifically, as HRSA 
makes decisions about where to focus health care workforce efforts, it is seeking feedback about needs within the 
realms of family medicine, general internal medicine, general pediatrics, general dentistry, pediatric dentistry, and  
physician assistants. Do Maine CHCs see particular personnel shortages in any of these particular areas? As is usual in 
DC, the time frame is short. If you have thoughts to share with Will on this important subject, please email Marge    
Kilkelly by Friday July 30 and MPCA will forward as a package to Will. Thank you for your attention to this request.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clinical Update 

 Clinical Questions about COVID-19: Questions and Answers - USCDC (July 26) 

 Which Hand Sanitizers Are Being Recalled? 75 Products Are on the FDA's List - Good Housekeeping (July 22)  

 Covid-19 vaccines may cause mild side effects, experts say, stressing need for education, not alarm - STAT   
(July 27) 

National Health Center Week 

This year, we will be celebrating National Health Center Week        
Aug. 9-15. For any events/giveaways/promotions/etc. you are       
planning, please add those directly to NACHC’s National Health      
Center Week website HERE.  

https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/07/Suggd-template-for-one-pager-on-Ct-Ph.docx
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:mkilkelly@mepca.org
mailto:mkilkelly@mepca.org
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/faq.html
https://www.goodhousekeeping.com/health/a33217666/fda-recalls-hand-sanitizers-coronavirus/
https://www.statnews.com/2020/07/27/covid-19-vaccines-may-cause-mild-side-effects-experts-say-stressing-need-for-education-not-alarm/
https://healthcenterweek.org/submit-your-event/
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Interesting Reads 

 Maine’s community health centers need long-term funding - Bangor Daily News (July  27) 

Community health centers are on financial shaky ground, because Congress has failed to allocate sufficient 
emergency funding during the pandemic and has yet to reauthorize long-term funding for community health 
centers as it has done for decades. Unless Congress acts quickly, millions of Americans could lose access to 
health care services that they depend on. 

 If COVID-19 Is Dispatched By Sunshine, Why Are Cases Climbing?  - The Commonwealth Fund: Corona Question 
Corner (July 22) 

Coronavirus itself is quickly dispatched by heat and sunshine. Instead, coronavirus likes crowds, especially    
indoor crowds. And in the heat, crowds like air conditioning. And air conditioning is indoors, using recycled air. 
Like tuberculosis, coronavirus traveling on aerosol droplets may make the rounds more efficiently in                 
air-conditioned spaces, where people are gathered to eat, drink, and be merry.   

 Telehealth is ‘The Best Tool’ in the Healthcare Toolbox for FQHCs - mHEALTHINTELLIGENCE (July 21)  

Federally qualified health centers looking to expand their telehealth footprint need to take a closer look at why 
their patients are having problems accessing healthcare.  

 Older Children Spread the Coronavirus Just as Much as Adults, Large Study Finds - The New York Times (July 18) 

In the heated debate over reopening schools, one burning question has been whether and how efficiently   
children can spread the virus to others.  

Telehealth Update  

Upcoming Teledental Webinar Series 

 8/20/20 | 12:00 - 1:00 PM - Hybrid Dental Practice: Creating Opportunities for Weaving Teledental and      
Traditional Practice   

Registration: https://mepca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJclceCvpzMjH9yDx0yykeHkST5hPvN1PILM 

 9/24/20 | 12:00 - 1:00 PM - Virtual Dental Home: Outreaching and Delivering Preventative Care Remotely 

Registration: https://mepca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMqce2srz0qH9RToI1CgTNKudNKhESyt17_  

For updates from insurers and other relevant information concerning Telehealth, please visit the Tel health           
Resources page on the MPCA website. 

Maine CDC Health Alert Network System (HAN) - Recent Alerts 

Changes to USCDC COVID-19 Guidance  

USCDC Health Alert Network (HAN) - Recent Alerts 

Duration of Isolation & Precautions for Adults  

https://bangordailynews.com/2020/07/27/opinion/contributors/maines-community-health-centers-need-long-term-funding/
https://www.hcadvocacy.org/get-informed/
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/2020/mar/corona-question-corner#sunshine
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2020/06/air-conditioning-may-be-factor-in-covid-19-spread-in-the-south/
https://mhealthintelligence.com/news/telehealth-is-the-best-tool-in-the-healthcare-toolbox-for-fqhcs?eid=CXTEL000000583371&elqCampaignId=15268&utm_source=nl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter&elqTrackId=d6cd6fcb6b384303b3a96879ca955296&elq=6fe9e95d79
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/07/18/health/coronavirus-children-schools.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://mepca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJclceCvpzMjH9yDx0yykeHkST5hPvN1PILM
https://mepca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMqce2srz0qH9RToI1CgTNKudNKhESyt17_
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/newhan.shtml
http://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/attach.php?id=2975583&an=1
https://emergency.cdc.gov/han/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/duration-isolation.html
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CHCNet Update 

Upcoming Webinar - Overview of the HRSA-Approved 2020 UDS Changes  

Join MPCA and Health Initiatives Consulting as we review the changes put in place by HRSA that will impact UDS 

2020. Please invite any/all health center staff who work on annual UDS reporting - the more the merrier! 

 Wednesday, August 19, 2020 | 1:00 - 2:00 PM - Click here to mark your calendar 

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine (CHCNet), or 

for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or contact Greg       

Parent: gparent@mepca.org and/or Lisa Tuttle: ltuttle@mepca.org.  

Racial Justice/Health Disparity Resources & Information 

For resour es and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page on 
the MPCA website. 

Resources Addendum 

For the Sta  Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Co ng and Stress Resour s information, please visit the    
Weekly Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

MPCA Contact Information: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO Clinical Director   cpezzullo@mepca.org   (207) 707-4545 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN Quality Improvement     smorrill@mepca.org  (207) 707-4538   
    Program Manager 

Greg Parent   Information Systems  gparent@mepca.org  (207) 707-4537 
    Program Manager 

Sharon Stanley, MBA, CPC Finance Program Manager sstanley@mepca.org   (207) 707-1725 

Bryan Wyatt, MA  Director of Policy  bwyatt@mepca.org  (207) 707-4536 
    & Communications  

Hillary Colcord  BPHC  Program Manager hcolcord@mepca.org  (207) 707-4542 

Beth Pearce   Oral Health Coordinator  bpearce@mepca.org   (207) 495-7172  

      

**Join MPCA on SLACK!  We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using the Slack 

communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups including our Clinical 

Channel and our Billing and Coding Chanel. Please feel free to reach out to it@mepca.org for help with joining.** 

https://mepca.org/event/overview-of-the-hrsa-approved-2020-uds-changes/
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:ltuttle@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:smorrill@mepca.org
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org

