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Clinical Updates 
 How COVID-19 Spreads - Airborne Transmission placed back on the CDC COVID-19 site - USCDC  

 First Confirmed Cases of COVID-19 Reinfections in US - Medscape (October 12) 

 COVID-19 (2019 novel coronavirus) resource center for physicians - AMA (October 12) 

 AMA announces new CPT codes for multi-virus tests to detect COVID-19 and flu - AMA (October 7) 

 Easier-to-Use Coronavirus Saliva Tests Start to Catch On - Kaiser Health News 

 Factors Influencing Risk for COVID-19 Exposure Among Young Adults Aged 18–23 Years — Winnebago County, 
Wisconsin, March–July 2020 - USCDC (October 9) 

 Elastomeric Respirators: Strategies During Conventional and Surge Demand Situations - USCDC (October 13) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Interesting Reads 
 Dying in a Leadership Va um - The New England Journal of Medicine (October 8)  

COVID-19 has created a crisis throughout the world. This crisis has produced a test of leadership. With no good 
options to combat a novel pathogen, countries were forced to make hard choices about how to respond. Here 
in the United States, our leaders have failed that test. They have taken a crisis and turned it into a tragedy.  

 Getting Health Care Was Already Tough In Rural Areas. The Pandemic Has Made It Worse - NPR (October 7) 

Even before the pandemic, the health care systems that serve rural Americans were in decline: rural hospitals 
were closing their doors, and the medical workforce was shrinking. This year, as the coronavirus outbreak has 
made its way from major cities to rural America, threats to the rural health care infrastructure have only      
increased.  

 Excess Deaths From COVID-19 and Other Causes, March-July 2020 - JAMA Network (October 12) 

Although total US death counts are remarkably consistent from year to year, US deaths increased by 20%     
during March-July 2020.  

 In Reversal, White House Approves Stricter Guidelines for Vaccine Makers - The New York Times (October 6) 

The guidelines make it highly unlikely that a coronavirus vaccine will be given emergency authorization by   
Election Day.  

 Nurses on the Front Line... Models for 2020 Flu & COVID-19 Vaccines 
Thursday, October 15, 2020 | 1-2 PM, ET | REGISTER 

 
Has your health center seen an increased demand for flu vaccines compared to last year? Are you hearing     
increased acceptance from patients/communities that have not been vaccinated in past years? Is your current 

health center vaccine supply adequate? Is your health center having challenges obtaining additional          
vaccines? 

Join NACHC to hear from health center nursing leaders about three different models of nursing microplanning 
for flu and COVID-19 vaccination for their health centers and patients.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/939003?src=mkm_covid_update_201012_mscpedit_&uac=369502AV&impID=2616440&faf=1
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/covid-19-2019-novel-coronavirus-resource-center-physicians
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/new-cpt-codes-multi-virus-tests-detect-covid-19-and-flu?utm_source=Selligent&utm_medium=email&utm_term=%25m%25d%25y&utm_content=HS_CM_BreakingNews_COVID_100720&utm_campaign=HS_CM_BreakingNews_COVID_10072
https://khn.org/news/coronavirus-saliva-tests-self-administered-easy-covid-screening/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6941e2.htm?s_cid=mm6941e2_x
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6941e2.htm?s_cid=mm6941e2_x
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/elastomeric-respirators-strategy/index.html
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMe2029812?fbclid=IwAR1Rvbwmy7nQANn85YfrEHNMM1g8Jx_A1CEaYAtqKhD35g_owGuJDP4Xvws#.X35D_ou5dKc.facebook
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/10/07/920587019/getting-health-care-was-already-tough-in-rural-areas-the-pandemic-has-made-it-wo
https://www.shepscenter.unc.edu/programs-projects/rural-health/rural-hospital-closures/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2771761?guestAccessKey=92828e1e-363a-491b-83af-ec3ce0cde3f6&utm_source=For_The_Media&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=ftm_links&utm_content=tfl&utm_term=101220&utm_source=BulletinHealthCare&utm_medium=email
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/10/06/health/covid-vaccine-guidelines.html?referringSource=articleShare
https://tinyurl.com/yyzsl2s6


 

Is Your Health Center Hiring?  

Click on the icon to the left to utilize the new MPCA 
Job Board and list your openings on our website! 
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Policy Update 

Senate Takes October Recess: Senate Majority Leader McConnell has called the Senate to a two-week recess as  
several members have tested positive for COVID-19. House and Senate Leadership have continued talks with the 
White House about a fourth COVID-19 stimulus package. While the President announced last week that "he’s calling 
off stimulus negotiations with Democrats ‘until after the election’," other sources claim that talks are still ongoing, 
and there is still a chance for a small package to pass this month. NACHC is advocating that the next package include 
$7.6 Billion for CHCs, including look alikes, and relief for state and local governments, preventing future budget cuts 
to Medicaid.  

$20 Billion in New Provider Relief Funding (PRF): As mentioned in last week’s policy roundup, HHS, through HRSA, is 
providing an additional $20 billion in PRF funding to assist frontline workers addressing the COVID-19 pandemic.   
Providers who previously received PRF payments, previously ineligible providers, and an expanded group of behavior 
health providers are all invited to apply. Application period opened on Oct. 5 and closes on Nov. 6, 2020. It is         
recommended that providers apply early. For more information and/or to apply, click here. 

MPCA Completes First Round of Delegation Meetings on 340B: Following meetings with Reps. Pingree and Golden 
in late September, MPCA and a number of HCs met with Sens. Collins and King last week to urge them to take action 
to protect this critically important program. As was the case with both House members, Sens. Collins and King each 
strongly support 340B. Sen. King was especially adamant in his defense of this program, noting that as immediate 
next steps, he will be sending letters to Justice, HHS and Pharma and working to get others in the Senate to join him 
in the effort.   

HIV/AIDS Clinics Sue HHS Over Drug Manufacturers’ Denials of 340B Pricing: The national association of HIV/AIDS 
clinics and two of its members has filed suit against U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar in   
federal court, to compel him to protect their rights to buy covered outpatient drugs from four manufacturers that 
refuse to sell them when ordered through 340B contract pharmacy arrangements. The Oct. 9 suit, brought by Ryan 
White Clinics for 340B Access (RWC-340B), its Kentucky member Matthew 25 AIDS Services, and its Tennessee   
member Cempa Community Care, is a major turning point in the months-long assault on 340B. NACHC is expected to 
follow with its own lawsuit against HHS and HRSA soon. 

Public Health Emergency Extended by Secretary Azar: Secretary Alex Azar recently announced that he is renewing 
the declaration of a Public Health Emergency, effective October 23, 2020. 
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https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
https://www.hhs.gov/coronavirus/cares-act-provider-relief-fund/index.html
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Telehealth Update 
 

HITEQ Learning Collaborative - Hybrid Health Center: Building Systems that Sustainably Support both Telehealth 
and In-Person Care  

This HITEQ Learning Collaborative will bring together health centers across the nation in a series of four structured 
virtual learning sessions in which participants engage with subject matter experts in didactic learning and discussion. 
Discussion topics will include a framework for telehealth services, application of the telehealth framework to hybrid 
care and defining a multi-stage approach to offering in-person care, barriers to accessing telehealth or in-person care 
and strategies to overcome barriers, and determining next steps to enhance hybrid care.  

The session schedule is:  

 October 21  Session 1 - Enhancing Your Current Telehealth Operations 
 November 4 Session 2 - Developing a Multi-Stage Approach to Hybrid Care 

 November 18  Session 3 - Understanding Patient Barriers to Care due to the Pandemic and Beyond 

 December 2 Session 4 - Creating a Patient-Centric Approach for Telephonic and In-Person Hybrid Care  

For more information and to register, click here. 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information concerning Telehealth, please visit the Tel health           
Resources page on the MPCA website. 

Racial Justice/Health Disparity Resources & Information 

Numbers Don't Lie: Data, Disasters and Racial Disparities | Hosted by the Center for Disaster Philanthropy        
Tuesday, Oct. 20 at 2:00 p.m. ET 

In this webinar, speakers will share and analyze available data and discuss the connection between racial equity and 
the impact of disasters on communities of color. They will also provide recommendations for how grant makers and 
donors can help address root causes, support equitable recovery and mitigate disasters’ impacts.  

For more information, or to register, click here.  

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 
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Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  
MPCA trainings and events. These events can be viewed  

by the day, month or as a list.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-HQRBwq_98WEpA61OT7wcOn9TxbvwFhNhPy6uUXWyqCM_oA/viewform
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/
https://disasterphilanthropy.org/event/numbers-dont-lie-data-disasters-and-racial-disparities/
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18
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Dental Update 

Board of Dental Practice Meeting 

During the Board of Dental Practice meeting on Friday, Oct. 9, it was acknowledged that LD 2146 "An Act To           
Implement the Recommendations of the Board of Dental Practice Related to the Definitions of "Supervision" and 
"Teledentistry"" will not be carried over into the next legislative session but will again be brought forth in the 
130th legislature in advance of the board’s approval. The board voted and unanimously approved the action.  

CHCNet Update 

Visit Volume Impact Dashboard Project: MPCA is continuing the Visit Volume Impact Dashboard project to          
understand how COVID-19 has impacted health centers and how health centers have responded. Please continue to 
report your monthly data via this spreadsheet and email it, or any questions, to gparent@mepca.org.  

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine (CHCNet), or 
for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or contact Greg       
Parent: gparent@mepca.org.  

Resources Addendum 

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the Weekly 
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

MPCA Contact Information: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO Clinical Director   cpezzullo@mepca.org   (207) 707-4545 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN Quality Improvement     smorrill@mepca.org  (207) 707-4538   
    Program Manager 

Greg Parent   HCCN Program Manager gparent@mepca.org  (207) 707-4537  

Sharon Stan y, MBA, CPC Finance Program Manager sstanley@mepca.org   (207) 707-1725 

Bryan Wyatt, MA  Director of Policy  bwyatt@mepca.org  (207) 707-4536 
    & Communications  

Hillary Colcord  BPHC Program Manager hcolcord@mepca.org  (207) 707-4542 

Beth Pearce   Oral Health Coordinator  bpearce@mepca.org   (207) 495-7172  

**Join MPCA on SLACK!  We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using the Slack 

communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups including our Clinical 

Channel and our Billing and Coding Chanel. Please feel free to reach out to it@mepca.org for help with joining.** 
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http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1535&item=1&snum=129
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1535&item=1&snum=129
http://www.mainelegislature.org/legis/bills/getPDF.asp?paper=HP1535&item=1&snum=129
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gz4wp5tt068j6qb/FINAL%20TEMPLATE%20COVID-19%20Visit%20Volume%20Impact%20Reporting_Jun-Dec.xlsx?dl=0
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:smorrill@mepca.org
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org

