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Clinical Updates 
 Two SARS-CoV-2 Antibody Assays Perform Best - Medscape (October 20)

 CDC Issues New Guidance That Expands Definition Of “Close Contact” For Purposes Of Determining Who Is At
Risk For SARS-CoV-2 Infection  - The Washington Post (October 21)

USCDC Updates 
 8 Things to Know about Vaccine Planning - (October 14)

 Toolkit for Youth Sports - (July 10)

 How COVID-19 Spreads - (October 5)

 Halloween Activities - (October 19)

 Similarities and Differences between Flu and COVID-19

 Toolkit for Businesses & Workplaces - (July 17)

 CDC COVID Data Tracker - (October 26)

Interesting Reads 
 American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP) Daily Briefing - (October 22)

 Search For Coronavirus Vaccine For Children Is Far Behind The One For Adults

 New Reports Suggest That Reopened Schools Do Not Drive The Spread Of Coronavirus

 Fast At-Home Coronavirus Tests Might Help US Control Outbreaks, But Challenges Remain

 Maine DHHS Launches StrengthenME Initiative to Help Maine People Cope With Stress of the Pandemic -

Maine.gov (October 22) 

The Maine Department of Health and Human Services announced today the launch of StrengthenME, an      

initiative to help Maine people cope with the stress and uncertainty of the COVID-19 pandemic by 

providing free tools, support, and community connections that promote wellness, resilience, and recovery.  

Please Join us for the final session of our 2020 Virtual Annual Conference 

Our conference wraps up on October 29th with Regina Phillips, MSW, Co-Founder and Consultant,      

Cross-Cultural Consulting and Arabella Perez, LCSW, Assistant Clinical Professor at the University of 

New England presenting Antiracist Healthcare and Health Equity.   

For more information and to register, click here! 

https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/939355
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/10/21/coronavirus-close-contact-cdc/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2020/10/21/coronavirus-close-contact-cdc/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/8-things.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM40798&ACSTrackingLabel=8%20Things%20to%20Know%20about%20Vaccine%20Planning%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM40798
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/toolkits/youth-sports.html?ACSTrackingID=SCDC_2067-DM41308&ACSTrackingLabel=Toolkit%20for%20Youth%20Sports%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=SCDC_2067-DM41308
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-covid-spreads.html?ACSTrackingID=SCDC_2067-DM41308&ACSTrackingLabel=Toolkit%20for%20Youth%20Sports%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=SCDC_2067-DM41308
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/daily-life-coping/holidays.html?ACSTrackingID=SCDC_2067-DM41308&ACSTrackingLabel=Toolkit%20for%20Youth%20Sports%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=SCDC_2067-DM41308#halloween
https://www.cdc.gov/flu/symptoms/flu-vs-covid19.htm?ACSTrackingID=SCDC_2067-DM41308&ACSTrackingLabel=Toolkit%20for%20Youth%20Sports%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=SCDC_2067-DM41308
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/communication/toolkits/business-workplaces.html?ACSTrackingID=SCDC_2067-DM41308&ACSTrackingLabel=Toolkit%20for%20Youth%20Sports%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=SCDC_2067-DM41308
https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/?ACSTrackingID=SCDC_2067-DM41308&ACSTrackingLabel=Toolkit%20for%20Youth%20Sports%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=SCDC_2067-DM41308#cases_casesper100klast7days
https://apnews.com/article/vaccine-kids-testing-school-covid-19-37fdcb046044483d256c612d4432d7c9
https://www.npr.org/2020/10/21/925794511/were-the-risks-of-reopening-schools-exaggerated
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/10/21/at-home-coronavirus-tests-slow-development-430816
https://www.maine.gov/tools/whatsnew/index.php?topic=Portal+News&id=3490123&v=article-2017
https://strengthenme.com/
https://2020virtual_ac.eventbrite.com


 

Is Your Health Center Hiring?  

Click on the icon to the left to utilize the new MPCA 
Job Board and list your openings on our website! 
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Policy Update 

CMS Telehealth Services Expansion: On October 14, 2020, CMS expanded the list of telehealth services that        
Medicare will reimburse at FFS levels during the PHE. CMS guidance related to distant site telehealth services at 
FQHCs states any service that is approved under the PFS can be furnished by any health care practitioner working 
within their scope of practice and furnished from any location. Payment to FQHCs for a distant site telehealth service 
is set at $92. See FQHC-specific guidance from CMS on telehealth coverage during the PHE here.  

NACHC Files 340B Lawsuit Against HHS: On Oct. 21, NACHC filed suit in response to recent moves by drug          
manufacturers to dismantle the health center federal 340B drug discount program. The suit seeks to compel the   
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to implement a long-delayed dispute resolution process that would 
allow health centers to act against drug companies that are violating the 340B statute and have abruptly stopped 
shipping discounted drugs to health centers' contracted pharmacies. NACHC's suit presses HHS to promulgate        
administrative dispute resolution ("ADR") regulations and implement a process to adjudicate and remedy the 340B 
violations. While HHS has signaled some disapproval of recent manufacturers' practices, no action has been taken 
despite concerns raised by hundreds of bipartisan Members of Congress.  

U.S. House Democrats and Republicans “Deeply Concerned” About 340B Rebate Model: Six House members—
three Democrats and three Republicans—are asking House colleagues to sign a letter to U.S. Health and Human    
Services (HHS) Secretary Alex Azar expressing deep concern about drug industry technology services company       
Kalderos’ work with drug manufacturers to reconfigure the 340B drug pricing program “from one of up-front         
discounts to post-sale rebates.” In a cover letter to their House colleagues, the six lawmakers said “such a change 
would greatly harm Community Health Centers’, Ryan White HIV/AIDS clinics’, safety-net hospitals’, and other       
covered entities’ access to 340B savings. It also threatens to cause manufacturers to be in violation of their statutory 
responsibility to provide 340B pricing, creating significant compliance issues.” 
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Upcoming NACHC Webinar 

Finance Office Hours for Health Centers: Strategies to Manage Operations During COVID – 19 

November 18 |2:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET 

FOH Session 2: Fiscal Cliff, Provider Relief Funds and Cares Act Update 

https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-drives-telehealth-services-medicaid-and-medicare
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Medicare-General-Information/Telehealth/Telehealth-Codes
https://www.cms.gov/Center/Provider-Type/Federally-Qualified-Health-Centers-FQHC-Center
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/10/MPCA-340B-NACHC-v-Azar-Complaint-10-22-20.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/jlmzneoifzlplfx/Text%20of%20US%20House%20letter%20to%20Azar%2010.XX.2020.pdf?dl=0
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcts.vresp.com%2fc%2f%3fNationalAssociationo%2fc249451a53%2fe7ce55f3e0%2f78f9ea58d5&c=E,1,OtdmB_qfROjgUJaDVUBD4a68sgVWnCH-_qwUJ6oxpZUdTM5W162G3vy-bqdzjE__v-6EoZGF5gsQvClHNWumPZWSSmHK19TF-ZhoHAB-WthlmNFeWiFg4c
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Telehealth Update 
 

HITEQ Learning Collaborative - Hybrid Health Center: Building Systems that Sustainably Support both Telehealth 
and In-Person Care  

This HITEQ Learning Collaborative will bring together health centers across the nation in a series of four structured 
virtual learning sessions in which participants engage with subject matter experts in didactic learning and discussion. 
Discussion topics will include a framework for telehealth services, application of the telehealth framework to hybrid 
care and defining a multi-stage approach to offering in-person care, barriers to accessing telehealth or in-person care 
and strategies to overcome barriers, and determining next steps to enhance hybrid care.  

The session schedule is:  

 November 4 Session 2 - Developing a Multi-Stage Approach to Hybrid Care 
 November 18  Session 3 - Understanding Patient Barriers to Care due to the Pandemic and Beyond 

 December 2 Session 4 - Creating a Patient-Centric Approach for Telephonic and In-Person Hybrid Care  

For more information and to register, click here. 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information concerning Telehealth, please visit the Tel health           
Resources page on the MPCA website. 

Racial Justice/Health Disparity Resources & Information 

Principles for Equitable COVID-19 Vaccine Development and Distribution - Health Leads  

Millions of dollars are being invested in developing a safe and effective vaccine, however the development and     
distribution strategies proposed in the U.S. lack a clear focus on (or in some cases, any consideration of) racial health 
equity and clear coordination among federal, state, tribal and other local levels.  

Health Leads and leaders from all parts of the vaccination effort have co-created a set of Guiding Principles for       
equitable vaccine development and distribution, designed to ensure Black, Latinx, Indigenous and other communities 
of color and those most susceptible to COVID-19 have access and opportunity to receive safe and effective COVID-19 
vaccines.   

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 
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Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  
MPCA trainings and events. These events can be viewed  

by the day, month or as a list.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-HQRBwq_98WEpA61OT7wcOn9TxbvwFhNhPy6uUXWyqCM_oA/viewform
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mailchi.mp/23d463a595c7/racial-equity-covid-19-vaccine-3779917?e=b40acbc9fb
https://healthleadsusa.org/communications-center/blog/joint-statement-on-covid19-vaccine-equity/
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18
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CHCNet Update 

Visit Volume Impact Dashboard Project: MPCA is continuing the Visit Volume Impact Dashboard project to          
understand how COVID-19 has impacted health centers and how health centers have responded. Please continue to 
report your monthly data via this spreadsheet and email it, or any questions, to gparent@mepca.org.  

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine (CHCNet), or 
for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or contact Greg       
Parent: gparent@mepca.org.  

Resources Addendum 

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the Weekly 
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPCA Contact Information: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO Clinical Director   cpezzullo@mepca.org   (207) 707-4545 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN Quality Improvement     smorrill@mepca.org  (207) 707-4538   
    Program Manager 

Greg Parent   HCCN Program Manager gparent@mepca.org  (207) 707-4537  

Sharon Stan y, MBA, CPC Finance Program Manager sstanley@mepca.org   (207) 707-1725 

Bryan Wyatt, MA  Director of Policy  bwyatt@mepca.org  (207) 707-4536 
    & Communications  

Hillary Colcord  BPHC Program Manager hcolcord@mepca.org  (207) 707-4542 

Beth Pearce   Oral Health Coordinator  bpearce@mepca.org   (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

Emily Ferry   Workforce Program Manager eferry@mepca.org  (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

**Join MPCA on SLACK!  We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using the Slack 

communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups including our Clinical 

Channel and our Billing and Coding Chanel. Please feel free to reach out to it@mepca.org for help with joining.** 
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/gz4wp5tt068j6qb/FINAL%20TEMPLATE%20COVID-19%20Visit%20Volume%20Impact%20Reporting_Jun-Dec.xlsx?dl=0
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:smorrill@mepca.org
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org



