
 

COVID-19 Weekly Compendium #35 

 

                                                -1- 

 
 Vol. 35   November 3, 2020  

Clinical Updates 
 Aspirin Use is Associated with Decreased Mechanical Ventilation, ICU Admission, and In-Hospital Mortality in 

Hospitalized Patients with COVID-19 - Anesthesia & Analgesia (October 21) 

 AAP Interim Guidance on Children’s Emotional and Behavioral Health During the COVID-19 Pandemic -       
American Academy of Pediatrics (October 26)  

 Transmission of SARS-COV-2 Infections in Households - Tennessee and Wisconsin, April–September 2020 - 
USCDC (October 30) 

 COVID-19 Science Update released - USCDC (October 30) 

Interesting Reads 
 Eli Lilly’s antibody treatment proves unhelpful for advanced COVID cases - Fortune/Health (October 26) 

A paused clinical trial of an Eli Lilly & Co. experimental antibody therapy won’t resume after federal researchers 
concluded the drug likely wouldn’t help hospitalized Covid-19 patients with advanced cases.  

 Why Has COVID-19 Hit Minorities Harder? - Medscape (September 8) 

Black Americans make up about 13% of the US population, but in some states they represent 30% of COVID-19 
cases. Their death rate is also two to four times higher.  

 This week the USCDC received forecasts of new reported COVID-19 cases over the next 4 weeks from 32      
modeling groups. (Updated November 1) 

 This week’s national ensemble forecast indicates an uncertain trend in new COVID-19 cases reported 
over the next four weeks and predicts that 310,000 to 710,000 new cases will likely be reported during 
the week ending November 21, 2020. 

 Over the last several weeks, more reported cases than expected have fallen outside of the forecasted 
prediction intervals. This suggests that current forecast prediction intervals may not reflect the full 
range of future reported case numbers. Forecasts for new cases should be interpreted accordingly. 

 With Cases Rising in Maine & Nationwide, Mills Administration Announces Measures to Prevent Spread of the 
Deadly COVID-19 Virus - maine.gov (November 1) 

 Extending funding for response efforts by municipalities and tribes;  
 Postponing the start of indoor service in bars and tasting rooms;  
 Effective Nov. 4, returning indoor gatherings to the prior limit of 50; and  

 Ending the testing/quarantine exemption for travel to/from Connecticut, New York and New Jersey.  
 

Upcoming NACHC Webinar 

Finance Office Hours for Health Centers: Strategies to 
Manage Operations During COVID – 19 

November 18 |2:00 PM – 3:00 PM ET 

FOH Session 2: Fiscal Cliff, Provider Relief Funds and    

Cares Act Update 

   Rural Healthcare Surge Readiness for  
                      Ambulatory Care  
Compilation of essential resources for        
ambulatory settings such as outpatient      
primary care, subspecialties, surgical, dental, 
mental health, and school-based clinics.  

https://journals.lww.com/anesthesia-analgesia/Abstract/9000/Aspirin_Use_is_Associated_with_Decreased.95423.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/anesthesia-analgesia/Abstract/9000/Aspirin_Use_is_Associated_with_Decreased.95423.aspx
https://services.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2020/american-academy-of-pediatrics-offers-interim-guidance-on-childrens-emotional-and-behavioral-health-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/?fbclid=IwAR2nuSFpUwE1QLytTSoEyS-cU7nO3CtE2s7v829WJqjmvwBRMsnYgoeK
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6944e1.htm?s_cid=mm6944e1_x
https://www.cdc.gov/library/covid19/103020_covidupdate.html
https://fortune.com/2020/10/26/eli-lilly-antibody-treatment-coronavirus-covid/
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/937017
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/forecasts-cases.html
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/cases-rising-maine-nationwide-mills-administration-announces-measures-prevent-spread-deadly
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/cases-rising-maine-nationwide-mills-administration-announces-measures-prevent-spread-deadly
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/cases-rising-maine-nationwide-mills-administration-announces-measures-prevent-spread-deadly
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcts.vresp.com%2fc%2f%3fNationalAssociationo%2fc249451a53%2fe7ce55f3e0%2f78f9ea58d5&c=E,1,OtdmB_qfROjgUJaDVUBD4a68sgVWnCH-_qwUJ6oxpZUdTM5W162G3vy-bqdzjE__v-6EoZGF5gsQvClHNWumPZWSSmHK19TF-ZhoHAB-WthlmNFeWiFg4c
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fcts.vresp.com%2fc%2f%3fNationalAssociationo%2fc249451a53%2fe7ce55f3e0%2f78f9ea58d5&c=E,1,OtdmB_qfROjgUJaDVUBD4a68sgVWnCH-_qwUJ6oxpZUdTM5W162G3vy-bqdzjE__v-6EoZGF5gsQvClHNWumPZWSSmHK19TF-ZhoHAB-WthlmNFeWiFg4c
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/healthcare-surge-readiness/ambulatory-care
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/healthcare-surge-readiness/ambulatory-care
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MPCA 2020 Clinical & Administrative Excellence Award Winners 
 



 

COVID-19 Weekly Compendium #35 

 

                                                -3- 

 

Policy Update 

Novartis Retreats, But Not Entirely, on 340B Contract Pharmacy: Last Friday, drug manufacturer Novartis announced 
changes to its policy on provision of 340B discounts on drugs dispensed by contract pharmacies. It said in a new fact sheet 
that Ryan White clinics, community health centers, and other federal grantee covered entities will continue to receive 
340B discounts “exactly as they do today.” 

Provider Relief Fund Latest Definition of “Lost Revenues”: On October 22, 2020, HHS again revised the definition of “lost 
revenues,” which RFP funding may be used to offset, defining it as the difference between a provider’s actual patient care 
REVENUE in CY 2019 vs. CY 2020, calculated quarterly. This is tighter than the definition that HHS announced in June (any 
reasonable estimate offered by the provider), but looser than the definition announced in September (difference between 
net CY19 and CY20 income).  

COVID Relief Update: Speaker Pelosi spoke with reporters late last week and made a convincing case for passing COVID 
relief in December. She highlighted various programs that expire by the end of the year – a clear need to get things done – 
and expressed the view that it would be better not to saddle an incoming president (she predicts) with unfinished          
business. “We want to have as clean a slate as possible going into January.”    

CMS Releases Vaccine Administration Interim Final Rule: On October 28, 2020, CMS issued an Interim Final Rule           
establishing vaccine-related coverage provisions for Medicare, Medicaid, CHIP, and private insurance. The rule has not 
been published in the Federal Register, but will have a 30-day comment period starting the day it is published. The rule 
states that as a condition of receiving free COVID-19 vaccines from the federal government, providers will be prohibited 
from charging consumers for administration of the vaccine. NACHC is reviewing and will follow up with more information. 
CMS issued toolkits aimed at state Medicaid agencies, providers who will administer the vaccine, and health insurance 
plans. Some important highlights include:  

 States that receive the temporary FMAP increase must cover COVID-19 testing services and treatments for all      
Medicaid enrollees without cost sharing during the public health emergency (PHE). After the PHE, Medicaid          
programs must still be required to cover COVID-19 vaccines for several populations. 

 Beneficiaries with Medicare will have no cost sharing for COVID-19 vaccines. 

 Providers can be reimbursed for administering the COVID-19 vaccine to individuals without insurance through       
the PRF. 

Workforce Update 

Maine Revises Physician Assistant Licensing Requirements: This past spring, the Legislature passed “An Act To Improve 
Access to Physician Assistant Care” changing how physician assistants (“PAs”) are licensed and their relationships with   
physicians, and permitting them to practice independently in certain circumstances. The new statute eliminates the       
physician supervision requirement and opens the door for experienced PAs to practice more independently. MPCA is    
concerned that the proposed Rule to implement the statute has left out HCs - please see our response here. For more    
information on the statute, click here. 

Readiness to Train Assessment Tool (RTAT): As a part of HRSA’s Health Professions and Education & Training (HP-ET)   
initiative, a link to the RTAT has been distributed to FQHC/look-alikes across the nation as a step toward improving health 
centers’ capacity, resources, and organizational abilities needed to launch or expand health professions training programs. 
This survey is important as it not only determines readiness or status of engagement in HP-ET programs at health center, 
state, and regional levels but also helps to identify barriers in implementing these programs. The survey results will direct 
future HRSA workforce investments.  
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/skqaeq3xd1mk1xf/NVS%20Fact%20Sheet%20FINAL.docx?dl=0
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/post-payment-notice-of-reporting-requirements-october-2020.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-acts-ensure-coverage-life-saving-covid-19-vaccines-therapeutics
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/fourth-covid-19-interim-final-rule-comment-period-ifc-4
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/covid-vax-ifc-4.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/state-resource-center/downloads/covid-19-vaccine-toolkit.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/covidvax-provider
https://www.dropbox.com/s/scwpx5odmu86nzc/Me.%20PCA%20Comments%20on%20Re-Proposed%20Physician%20Assistant%20Rule%20Amendments%202020-10-30.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/xhkwh4lnd4sbjkm/HEALTH%20LAW%20UPDATE.pdf?dl=0
https://qualtrics.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1ALee1nALZ0qnGt
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Telehealth Update 
 

HITEQ Learning Collaborative - Hybrid Health Center: Building Systems that Sustainably Support both Telehealth 
and In-Person Care  

This HITEQ Learning Collaborative will bring together health centers across the nation in a series of four structured 
virtual learning sessions in which participants engage with subject matter experts in didactic learning and discussion. 
Discussion topics will include a framework for telehealth services, application of the telehealth framework to hybrid 
care and defining a multi-stage approach to offering in-person care, barriers to accessing telehealth or in-person care 
and strategies to overcome barriers, and determining next steps to enhance hybrid care.  

The session schedule is:  

 November 4 Session 2 - Developing a Multi-Stage Approach to Hybrid Care 
 November 18  Session 3 - Understanding Patient Barriers to Care due to the Pandemic and Beyond 

 December 2 Session 4 - Creating a Patient-Centric Approach for Telephonic and In-Person Hybrid Care  

For more information and to register, click here. 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information concerning Telehealth, please visit the Tel health           
Resources page on the MPCA website. 

Racial Justice/Health Disparity Resources & Information 

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 

 

Is Your Health Center Hiring?  
Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA Job Board 

and list your openings on our website! 
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Grief, Loss and Mourning in the Time of COVID  

Thursday, November 19, 2020 | 4:00 - 5:00 p.m. EST 

COVID has upended the ways in which we understand what it means to grieve and to mourn. We invite you to 
join us in reflecting on our experiences of grief, loss and mourning in the time of COVID.  

For more information or to register, click here.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-HQRBwq_98WEpA61OT7wcOn9TxbvwFhNhPy6uUXWyqCM_oA/viewform
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
https://www.cvent.com/events/grief-loss-and-mourning-in-the-time-of-covid/registration-dad643d60c4e47c9a6485cc68cf44ae4.aspx?refid=REG&fqp=true&utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=Register%20Now&utm_campaign=November%202020%20C%20in%20A%20We
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CHCNet Update 

Visit Volume Impact Dashboard Project: MPCA is continuing the Visit Volume Impact Dashboard project to          
understand how COVID-19 has impacted health centers and how health centers have responded. Please continue to 
report your monthly data via this spreadsheet and email it, or any questions, to gparent@mepca.org.  

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine (CHCNet), or 
for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or contact Greg       
Parent: gparent@mepca.org.  

Resources Addendum 

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the Weekly 
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

MPCA Contact Information: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO Clinical Director   cpezzullo@mepca.org   (207) 707-4545 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN Quality Improvement     smorrill@mepca.org  (207) 707-4538   
    Program Manager 

Greg Parent   HCCN Program Manager gparent@mepca.org  (207) 707-4537  

Sharon Stan y, MBA, CPC Finance Program Manager sstanley@mepca.org   (207) 707-1725 

Bryan Wyatt, MA  Director of Policy  bwyatt@mepca.org  (207) 707-4536 
    & Communications  

Hillary Colcord  BPHC Program Manager hcolcord@mepca.org  (207) 707-4542 

Beth Pearce   Oral Health Coordinator  bpearce@mepca.org   (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

Emily Ferry   Workforce Program Manager eferry@mepca.org  (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

**Join MPCA on SLACK!  We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using the Slack 

communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups including our Clinical 

Channel and our Billing and Coding Chanel. Please feel free to reach out to it@mepca.org for help with joining.** 
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Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  
MPCA trainings and events. These events can be viewed  

by the day, month or as a list.   

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gz4wp5tt068j6qb/FINAL%20TEMPLATE%20COVID-19%20Visit%20Volume%20Impact%20Reporting_Jun-Dec.xlsx?dl=0
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:smorrill@mepca.org
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18

