
 

COVID-19 Weekly Compendium #37 

 

                                                -1- 

 
  Vol. 37  November 17, 2020  

Clinical Updates 
 COVID -19: Drugs and Vaccine Tracker - STAT  

Interesting Reads 
 Fever, Symptom Screening Misses Many Coronavirus Cases - Medscape (November 12) 

Temperature and COVID-19 symptom checks like the ones used at schools and doctor's offices have again 
proved inadequate for spotting coronavirus infections and preventing outbreaks.  

 Moderna's COVID-19 Vaccine Shines In Clinical Trial - NPR (November 16) 

A second COVID-19 vaccine now also appears highly effective in preventing illness following exposure to the 
virus that causes the disease. The biotech company Moderna Inc. said Monday that its experimental vaccine 
was 94.5% effective in preventing disease, according to an analysis of its clinical trial. 

 COVID-19: A physician guide to keeping your practice open - AMA (October 14) 

As physicians reopen and strive to keep open their practices during the COVID-19 pandemic, measures to limit 
the spread of the SARS-CoV-2 virus to patients, caregivers, staff and themselves are just as, if not more,        
necessary as ever.  

Policy Update 

President-elect Biden Adds Former HRSA Administrator and Deputy Secretary of HHS to Transition Team 
Last week, President-elect Biden tapped Mary Wakefield, who ran the U.S. Health Resources and Services                    
Administration (HRSA) during most of the Obama administration, to serve on his transition team for the U.S. Health 
and Human Services Department (HHS). During her tenure at HRSA, Wakefield managed the 340B program’s growth 
under the Affordable Care Act, both in terms of expanded eligibility and program integrity enhancements. Under   
Wakefield, HRSA published 340B program final guidance in 2010 clarifying that covered entities could contract with 
an unlimited number of pharmacies to dispense 340B purchased drugs, and also initiated covered entity and drug         
manufacturer compliance audits. 

Update on NACHC’s 340B Lawsuit 
As previously reported, NACHC filed a lawsuit against HHS to protect health centers' ability to fully participate in the 
340B Discount Drug Program on October 21, 2020. NACHC estimates that at least 10 million low-income patients will 
suffer reduced access to health center services and affordable medicine unless HHS acts now to protect the program. 
Per questions from our bi-weekly PCA/HCCN Policy Call, here are some updates on the suit: 

 NACHC is the only named plaintiff. No individual CHCs will be added as a party to the lawsuit. 
 Feldesman Tucker received and reviewed over 100 draft declarations.  

 Feldesman Tucker is currently preparing a subset of the total as evidence to support a potential motion for a 
preliminary injunction.  

 Within the next few days, Feldesman Tucker will reach out to the selected declarants before anything is        
finalized, providing potential declarants the opportunity to decide against executing a declaration, if they wish 
to change their mind. 

https://www.statnews.com/feature/coronavirus/drugs-vaccines-tracker/?utm_campaign=cv_landing
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/940850?src=mkm_covid_update_201112_MSCPEDIT&uac=344461FK&impID=2672822&faf=1
https://www.npr.org/sections/health-shots/2020/11/16/935239294/modernas-covid-19-vaccine-shines-in-clinical-trial
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/covid-19-physician-guide-keeping-your-practice-open?&utm_source=BulletinHealthCare&utm_medium=email&utm_term=111620&utm_content=NON-MEMBER&utm_campaign=article_alert-morning_rounds_daily&utm_uid=204574
https://buildbackbetter.com/the-transition/agency-review-teams/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/97wlu993intupc7/340B%20legal%20action%20press%20release%20Final.docx?dl=0
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Policy Update (cont’d) 

Lame-Duck Session Legislative Outlook 
It is not clear how much Congress may or may not be able to accomplish during the remainder of this session but the 
following is a short list of issues of importance: 

 COVID-19 Legislation: COVID relief negotiations are likely to pick back up as well as conversations on      
maintaining a larger national stockpile of tests and supplies; however, it remains to be seen if a deal can be 
reached as both sides have yet to agree on the scope and cost of the next package, with Republicans insisting 
on a much smaller bill than what Democrats — and even the White House — had been advocating ahead of the 
election. If the Senate, House and White House can agree upon a final number for pandemic relief, many of the 
issues can be resolved by Congress. 

 Health Extenders: Several significant health extenders were continued through Dec. 11, including funding for 
community health centers, the National Health Service Corps, and the Teaching Health Center Graduate     
Medical Education program. Congress will need to address these on a short- or long-term basis. 

 Surprise Billing: It is possible that a deal could be reached on surprise billing, which could serve as a pay-for 
for the extenders mentioned above, and the outstanding disagreements are not partisan. 

 Fiscal Year (FY) 2021 Appropriations: The Senate Appropriations Committee recently released its FY 2021  
appropriations legislation, though it was not finalized with Democratic support. The Democrats have raised 
concerns and issues that they would like to see.  

Racial Justice/Health Disparity Resources & Information 

Maine DHHS Health Equity Webinar - Exploring Vaccine Hesitancy & Building Trust for COVID-19 Vaccines 

Wednesday, November 18 | 7:30  – 8:30 AM 

The webinar will be focused on the very important issue of preparing for the upcoming COVID-19 vaccines, and how 
clinicians can work to build trust with their patients to accept vaccines that can help provide important protection   
during this pandemic. 

Please join Maine DHHS for a conversation with… 

 Sana Osman, Community Health Worker, Maine Access Immigrant Network (MAIN) 
 Inza Ouattara, State Refugee Health Coordinator, Catholic Charities Maine 
 Sandra C. Quinn PhD, Professor and Chair, Department of Family Science and Senior Associate Director,        

Maryland Center for Health Equity 

Please note that attendees are asked to register in advance for this and the remaining webinars in this series: 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsfuGvpj0jGdaRiW5Y15qnYa2AMVriHgaI 

Video recordings of the previous ME DHHS Health Equity webinars (Aug – Oct) are posted on the ME CDC website: 
www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/epi/airborne/coronavirus  (scroll down to “Health Equity webinars”) 

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 
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https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsfuGvpj0jGdaRiW5Y15qnYa2AMVriHgaI
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/epi/airborne/coronavirus
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
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Telehealth Update 
 

Launching a Toolkit for Safety-Net Clinics Implementing Telemedicine During the COVID-19 Pandemic - The           
Commonwealth Fund (October 27) 

While telemedicine is a crucial tool for patients and health care providers, particularly in the current COVID-19      
pandemic, without targeted intervention telemedicine has the potential to further exacerbate health disparities. 
Through a partnership among the Commonwealth Fund, the Center for Care Innovations (CCI), and the University of 
California, San Francisco, we have launched a toolkit to support providers in using telemedicine to care for vulnerable 
patients during this challenging time, and as means of advancing health equity.  

 Telemedicine for Health Equity Toolkit 

HITEQ Learning Collaborative - Hybrid Health Center: Building Systems that Sustainably Support both Telehealth 
and In-Person Care  

This HITEQ Learning Collaborative will bring together health centers across the nation in a series of four structured 
virtual learning sessions in which participants engage with subject matter experts in didactic learning and discussion. 
Discussion topics will include a framework for telehealth services, application of the telehealth framework to hybrid 
care and defining a multi-stage approach to offering in-person care, barriers to accessing telehealth or in-person care 
and strategies to overcome barriers, and determining next steps to enhance hybrid care.  

The session schedule is:  

 November 18  Session 3 - Understanding Patient Barriers to Care due to the Pandemic and Beyond 
 December 2 Session 4 - Creating a Patient-Centric Approach for Telephonic and In-Person Hybrid Care  

For more information and to register, click here. 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information concerning Telehealth, please visit the Tel health  Resources 
page on the MPCA website. 
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Is Your Health Center Hiring?  

Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA Job Board 
and list your openings on our website! 

https://www.commonwealthfund.org/blog/2020/launching-toolkit-safety-net-clinics-implementing-telemedicine-during-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.healthit.gov/faq/what-telehealth-how-telehealth-different-telemedicine
https://www.careinnovations.org/
https://www.careinnovations.org/resources/telemedicine-for-health-equity-toolkit/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-HQRBwq_98WEpA61OT7wcOn9TxbvwFhNhPy6uUXWyqCM_oA/viewform
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
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CHCNet Update 

Visit Volume Impact Dashboard Project: MPCA is continuing the Visit Volume Impact Dashboard project to          
understand how COVID-19 has impacted health centers and how health centers have responded. Please continue to 
report your monthly data via this spreadsheet and email it, or any questions, to gparent@mepca.org.  

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine (CHCNet), or 
for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or contact Greg       
Parent: gparent@mepca.org.  

Resources Addendum 

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the Weekly 
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPCA Contact Information: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO Clinical Director   cpezzullo@mepca.org   (207) 707-4545 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN Quality Improvement     smorrill@mepca.org  (207) 707-4538   
    Program Manager 

Greg Parent   HCCN Program Manager gparent@mepca.org  (207) 707-4537  

Sharon Stan y, MBA, CPC Finance Program Manager sstanley@mepca.org   (207) 707-1725 

Bryan Wyatt, MA  Director of Policy  bwyatt@mepca.org  (207) 707-4536 
    & Communications  

Hillary Colcord  BPHC Program Manager hcolcord@mepca.org  (207) 707-4542 

Beth Pearce   Oral Health Coordinator  bpearce@mepca.org   (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

Emily Ferry, MSW  Workforce Program Manager eferry@mepca.org  (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

**Join MPCA on SLACK!  We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using the Slack 

communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups including our Clinical 

Channel and our Billing and Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to it@mepca.org for help with joining.** 
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Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  
MPCA trainings and events. These events can be viewed  

by the day, month or as a list.   

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gz4wp5tt068j6qb/FINAL%20TEMPLATE%20COVID-19%20Visit%20Volume%20Impact%20Reporting_Jun-Dec.xlsx?dl=0
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:smorrill@mepca.org
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18

