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Clinical Updates 

 COVID-19 Scan: MMR Vaccine and COVID-19 - CIDRAP (Nov 20) 

 Delirium in Older Patients With COVID-19 Presenting to the Emergency Department - JAMA Network 
(November 19) 

 FDA: SARS-CoV-2 antigen tests can produce false positives - AAP News (November 4) 

Interesting Reads 

 Pfizer, BioNTech seek emergency use of COVID-19 shots in US - AP (November 20) 

Pfizer formally asked U.S. regulators Friday to allow emergency use of its COVID-19 vaccine, starting the clock 
on a process that could bring limited first shots as early as next month and eventually an end to the pandemic -
but not until after a long, hard winter.  

 AstraZeneca says COVID-19 'vaccine for the world' can be 90% effective - Reuters (November 23) 

AstraZeneca said on Monday its COVID-19 vaccine could be as much as 90% effective, giving the world’s fight 
against the global pandemic a new weapon, cheaper to make, easier to distribute and faster to scale-up than 
rivals.  

 Role of air temperature and humidity in the transmission of SARS-CoV-2 in the United States - medRxiv 
(November 16) 

Improved understanding of the effects of meteorological conditions on the transmission of SARS-CoV-2, the 
causative agent for COVID-19 disease, is urgently needed to inform mitigation efforts.  

 Covid-19 Data in Motion - Johns Hopkins (updates daily) 

A 60-second, daily summary of the most important data on COVID-19 in the U.S., updated every morning. 

 FDA allows 1st rapid virus test that gives results at home - AP (November 18) 

U.S. regulators on Tuesday allowed emergency use of the first rapid coronavirus test that can be performed 
entirely at home and delivers results in 30 minutes.  

 Reports of two promising covid-19 vaccines don’t mean we ‘magically,’ quickly return to normal - The        
Washington Post (November 21) 

For many Americans chafing to return to normalcy, recent reports that at least two experimental covid-19   
vaccines are highly effective come as welcome news in the midst of a frightening surge of infections and 
deaths. 

 FDA grants emergency use of Covid treatment given to Trump - Politico (November 21)  

The FDA on Saturday authorized the emergency use of an experimental antibody treatment from Regeneron 
for mild and moderate cases of the coronavirus that was given to President Donald Trump in October.  
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https://www.dropbox.com/s/o4xcpspix1w2w1j/MMR%20vaccine%20may%20help%20prevent%20COVID.pdf?dl=0
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamanetworkopen/fullarticle/10.1001/jamanetworkopen.2020.29540?&utm_source=BulletinHealthCare&utm_medium=email&utm_term=112020&utm_content=NON-MEMBER&utm_campaign=article_alert-morning_rounds_daily&utm_uid=2045740&utm_effor
https://www.aappublications.org/news/2020/11/04/antigentests110420
https://apnews.com/article/pfizer-emergency-use-covid-19-vaccine-177b3ba382517392911c029ecbe74daa
https://www.reuters.com/article/health-coronavirus-astrazeneca-int-idUSKBN2830HF
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2020.11.13.20231472v1
https://coronavirus.jhu.edu/
https://apnews.com/article/fda-allows-1st-rapid-virus-test-at-home-0430fe7460b4385bd952978f19b3d88d
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/covid-vaccine-masks-normal-life/2020/11/20/b4ed16c8-2922-11eb-9b14-ad872157ebc9_story.html?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=100669113&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8UYBfUcF05MZ297e3wLPlKy-
https://www.politico.com/news/2020/11/21/fda-grants-covid-treatment-439025?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=100669113&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9PVdDvn2mphEXe2HGnT6mY3IhUCBMRQNG-lKFlxLlcf0y3q8eLBgUzahfPN0bmuS7R5SCKMEQrbaLn
https://web.cvent.com/event/bf2aa42e-45a9-4510-bf6f-40cc21157448/summary?i=fySRZNEkeEeIjvzweipa1g
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Policy Update 

Trump makes late-term bid to lower prescription drug costs - AP (November 20) 

Trying to close out major unfinished business, the Trump administration issued regulations Friday that could lower 
the prices Americans pay for many prescription drugs. But in a time of political uncertainty, it’s hard to say whether 
the rules will withstand expected legal challenges from the pharmaceutical industry or whether President-elect Joe 
Biden’s administration will accept, amend or try to roll them back entirely. 

US Economy Hurtles Toward 'COVID Cliff' With Programs Set To Expire - The Hill (November 22) 

A slew of expiring emergency programs are setting up an economic “COVID cliff” come 2021, which could see millions 
of people lose unemployment insurance and get evictions, while a growing wave of small businesses close shop. 
March's CARES Act set up myriad programs to give people economic relief in the earliest days of the COVID-19      
pandemic, many of which are set to expire on Dec. 31.  

McConnell proposes shifting funds to COVID aid - AP (November 20) 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell is proposing that Congress funnel $455 billion of unspent small business 
lending funds toward a new COVID-19 aid package. The Republican leader’s offer Friday comes after a morning 
meeting with Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin and White House Chief of Staff Mark Meadows. They are trying to 
kick start stalled negotiations with Democrats on a year-end virus aid package in the lame-duck Congress. 

Biden builds out White House legislative affairs team - CNN Politics (November 23) 

President-elect Joe Biden is building out his legislative affairs team in the White House, announcing two more key 
roles in the office that will guide his agenda through what could be a divided Congress.  

Racial Justice/Health Disparity Resources & Information 

• New AMA policy recognizes racism as a public health threat - AMA (November 16)
New policy adopted by physicians at the American Medical Association’s (AMA) Special Meeting of its House of 
Delegates (HOD) recognizes racism as a public health threat and commits to actively work on dismantling racist 
policies and practices across all of health care.

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 

Workforce Update 

Readiness to Train Assessment Tool (RTAT): As a part of HRSA’s Health Professions and Education & Training (HP-ET) 
initiative, a link to the RTAT survey has been distributed to FQHC/look-alikes across the nation as a step toward     
improving health centers’ capacity, resources, and organizational abilities needed to launch or expand health       
professions training programs. This survey is important as it not only determines readiness or status of engagement 
in HP-ET programs at health center, state, and regional levels but also helps to identify barriers in implementing 
these programs. The survey results will direct future HRSA workforce investments.  

.
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https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-medication-prescription-drug-costs-medicare-prescription-drugs-e171198402445755b920842ded293b59
https://thehill.com/policy/finance/526964-us-economy-hurtles-toward-covid-cliff-with-programs-set-to-expire?utm_campaign=KHN%3A%20Daily%20Health%20Policy%20Report&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=100669113&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--tamK2TufSmE26_TpG06-cVEq_9zBfiiu7tZ_NLHU7NUX1SE
https://apnews.com/article/joe-biden-cabinets-lamar-alexander-health-coronavirus-pandemic-899aa251b3b064fdb30153f5231ec104
https://www.cnn.com/2020/11/23/politics/biden-white-house-legislative-affairs-team/index.html
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/press-releases/new-ama-policy-recognizes-racism-public-health-threat
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
https://qualtrics.ca1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1ALee1nALZ0qnGt
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UDS Update 

The following is an update provided by Ellen Radis, MPCA’s  2020 UDS trainer: 

COVID-related: 

 For those asking where COVID tests are captured, health centers are reporting that information to HRSA   
weekly here. It looks like 70% of health centers are responding, so for those who want to be sure that HRSA 
knows all the testing they are doing, they should be sure they are completing that survey. As mentioned, 
testing alone is not reported on the UDS.  

 The BPHC Coronavirus FAQ page has lots of specific answers to questions about Coronavirus and UDS, as 
well as Temporary Sites during COVID-19 and more.  

 HRSA has also created this UDS Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19) Reporting page, which reiterates 
some of what we have discussed about when testing does and does not rise to the level of a countable  
visit. 

Clinical Measure related:  

 We made a quick little video showing how to access code sets for the clinical quality measures.  

For additional information, check out the 2020 UDS Training Toolkit on our website. 

Telehealth Update 
 

HITEQ Learning Collaborative - Hybrid Health Center: Building Systems that Sustainably Support both Telehealth 
and In-Person Care  

This HITEQ Learning Collaborative will bring together health centers across the nation in a series of four structured 
virtual learning sessions in which participants engage with subject matter experts in didactic learning and discussion. 
Discussion topics will include a framework for telehealth services, application of the telehealth framework to hybrid 
care and defining a multi-stage approach to offering in-person care, barriers to accessing telehealth or in-person care 
and strategies to overcome barriers, and determining next steps to enhance hybrid care.  

The last session is:  

 December 2 - Session 4: Creating a Patient-Centric Approach for Telephonic and In-Person Hybrid Care  

For more information and to register, click here. 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information concerning Telehealth, please visit the Tel health           
Resources page on the MPCA website. 

 

  Vol. 38  Novmber 24, 2020  

 

Is Your Health Center Hiring?  
Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA Job Board 

and list your openings on our website! 

https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/coronavirus-health-center-data
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/covid-19-survey-tools-questions
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/covid-19-survey-tools-questions
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions?field_faq_category_tid=296&combine=
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/emergency-response/coronavirus-frequently-asked-questions?field_faq_category_tid=290&combine=
https://bphc.hrsa.gov/datareporting/reporting/covid-19-reporting
https://vimeo.com/478666337
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/10/UDSTrainingToolkit.pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-HQRBwq_98WEpA61OT7wcOn9TxbvwFhNhPy6uUXWyqCM_oA/viewform
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
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CHCNet Update 

Visit Volume Impact Dashboard Project: MPCA is continuing the Visit Volume Impact Dashboard project to          
understand how COVID-19 has impacted health centers and how health centers have responded. Please continue to 
report your monthly data via this spreadsheet and email it, or any questions, to gparent@mepca.org.  

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine (CHCNet), or 
for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or contact Greg       
Parent: gparent@mepca.org.  

Resources Addendum 

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the Weekly 
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPCA Contact Information: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO Clinical Director   cpezzullo@mepca.org   (207) 707-4545 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN Quality Improvement     smorrill@mepca.org  (207) 707-4538   
    Program Manager 

Greg Parent   HCCN Program Manager gparent@mepca.org  (207) 707-4537  

Sharon Stan y, MBA, CPC Finance Program Manager sstanley@mepca.org   (207) 707-1725 

Bryan Wyatt, MA  Director of Policy  bwyatt@mepca.org  (207) 707-4536 
    & Communications  

Hillary Colcord  BPHC Program Manager hcolcord@mepca.org  (207) 707-4542 

Beth Pearce   Oral Health Coordinator  bpearce@mepca.org   (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

Emily Ferry, MSW  Workforce Program Manager eferry@mepca.org  (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

**Join MPCA on SLACK!  We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using the Slack 

communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups including our Clinical 

Channel and our Billing and Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to it@mepca.org for help with joining.** 
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Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  
MPCA trainings and events. These events can be viewed  

by the day, month or as a list.   

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gz4wp5tt068j6qb/FINAL%20TEMPLATE%20COVID-19%20Visit%20Volume%20Impact%20Reporting_Jun-Dec.xlsx?dl=0
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:smorrill@mepca.org
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18



