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Clinical Updates 

 What to Expect after Getting a COVID-19 Vaccine - USCDC (January 11) 

 New COVID-19 Variants - USCDC (updated from last week) 

 Master Question List for COVID-19 (caused by SARS-CoV-2) - DHS Science & Technology (December 21) 

 FDA: SARS-CoV-2 mutations may cause false negative test results - AAP News (January 8) 

 Over Half of COVID Transmission May Occur via Asymptomatic People - Medscape (January 7) 

Dental Update 

 Dental resident makes history with COVID-19 vaccine - DrBicuspid (January 4) 

Policy Updates 

Gov. Mills Unveils $8.4B Biennial Budget: On Friday, Gov. Janet Mills released a two-year budget of $8.4 billion, a 
spending plan bolstered by federal pandemic relief funding and better-than-expected revenue forecasts. The proposal 
covering the fiscal years 2022-2023 represents an increase of less than 1% over the current budget, or about $57    
million. The plan does not change tax rates, nor does it pull money from the state’s budget stabilization fund.          
According to the Governor’s press statement, the budget “focused on critical investments that bolster the State’s 
COVID-19 response while expanding savings.” 

Maine Legislature Sets Sights on COVID-19 Recovery: The legislative session is expected to kick into full gear by the 
end of the month as staff work through the process of making thousands of bills presentable. The process of bill     
assignment has mostly been turned over to the Maine Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House. Meetings have 
already started and are expected to increase over the next few weeks. As expected, COVID-19 will be a key focus as 
lawmakers work to address/mitigate the impact the pandemic is having on the state. For more information on     
COVID-19-specific legislative proposals in the works click here. 

HHS Secretary Azar extends Public Health Emergency (PHE) : On January 7, Secretary Azar declared the extension of 
the PHE related to the COVID-19 a pandemic effective January 21, 2021. The Public Health Emergency Act is renewed 
every 90 days while the PHE exists. It was last renewed on October 23, 2020. 

Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) Update: The Small Business Administration released additional PPP guidance 
last week interpreting provisions of the new COVID relief law: 

 Interim Final Rule on Paycheck Protection Program as Amended by Economic Aid Act  

 Interim Final Rule on Second Draw Loans 

 SBA Guidance on Accessing Capital for Minority, Underserved, Veteran and Women-Owned Business Concerns  

340B Program Gains Allies with Democrat Control of Congress and White House: With Democrat control of the   
Senate, the likelihood that U.S. Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary nominee Xavier Becerra will be approved 
by the Senate increases significantly. Becerra, currently California’s Attorney General, helped spearhead a bipartisan 
letter to HHS Secretary Alex Azar demanding the Trump administration take action against the six manufacturers that 
are no longer allowing covered entities to use the 340B program at their contract pharmacies or are placing             
restrictions on 340B’s use.  
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/expect/after.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM46142&ACSTrackingLabel=What%20to%20Expect%20After%20Getting%20a%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM46142
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/transmission/variant.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM46142&ACSTrackingLabel=What%20to%20Expect%20After%20Getting%20a%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM46142
https://www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/mql_sars-cov-2_-_cleared_for_public_release_20201221.pdf
https://www.aappublications.org/news/2021/01/08/covid-test-false-negatives-010821
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/943762
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?Sec=sup&Sub=bai&Pag=dis&ItemId=327844
https://www.maine.gov/governor/mills/news/governor-mills-presents-balanced-budget-strengthen-covid-19-response-cover-projected-revenue
https://www.pressherald.com/2021/01/06/covid-19-bills-will-be-key-focus-for-2021-maine-lawmaking-session/
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/news/healthactions/phe/Pages/covid19-07Jan2021.aspx
https://www.phe.gov/emergency/news/healthactions/phe/Pages/covid19-07Jan2021.aspx
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2021-01/PPP%20--%20IFR%20--%20Paycheck%20Protection%20Program%20as%20Amended%20by%20Economic%20Aid%20Act%20%281.6.2021%29.pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2021-01/PPP%20--%20IFR%20--%20Second%20Draw%20Loans%20(1.6.2021).pdf
https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2021-01/Guidance%20on%20Accessing%20Capital%20for%20Minority%20Underserved%20Veteran%20and%20Women%20Owned%20Business%20Concerns%20.pdf
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Policy Updates (cont’d) 

Last Tuesday’s Georgia runoff results mean Democrats will chair and be the majority parties on House and Senate 
committees with direct control or significant influence over the 340B program. The biggest changes will be in the    
Senate, which Republicans had controlled since 2015. Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.) will chair the Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee, which has primary jurisdiction over the 340B program, succeeding retired Sen. 
Lamar Alexander (R-Tenn.). Republicans have not yet announced who will be their HELP Committee ranking member. 
Sens. Richard Burr (R-N.C.), Rand Paul (R-Ky.), Maine’s Susan Collins, and Bill Cassidy (R-La.) are the senior                 
Republicans, respectively. 

Sen. Ron Wyden (D-Ore.) will chair the Finance Committee, which has jurisdiction over Medicare and Medicaid. Sen. 
Mike Crapo (R-Idaho) is in line to become the committee’s ranking minority member. Under Senate Republican rules, 
Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa), who is senior to Crapo, cannot be ranking member in the 117th Congress due to term 
limits. He is expected to remain on the committee and to continue to be a leading GOP voice on 340B.  

In the House, Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-Wash.) succeeds retired Rep. Greg Walden (R-Ore.) as ranking           
Republican on the Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over 340B, Medicare, and Medicaid. Rep. 
Frank Pallone (D-N.J.) remains chairman. Rep. Richard Neal (D-Mass.) will continue to chair the Ways and Means  
Committee, which also has jurisdiction over Medicare. The top Republican is Rep. Kevin Brady (R-Texas).  

HRSA Expected to Rescind 340B/Insulin/EpiPen Regulation: The final regulation, which was published on Dec. 23, 
2020, and is scheduled to go into effect on Friday Jan. 22, 2021 – two days after Joe Biden is sworn in is likely to be 
blocked. The President-Elect’s transition office has publicly announced that he plans to issue a memo on the afternoon 
of January 20 blocking “midnight regulations” – including regulations that the Trump Administration finalized but that 
yet to go into effect. (This is common practice for new Administrations.) That delay – which will probably be at least 60 
days – will give HRSA time to officially rescind the regulation, which it is expected they will. 

HHS Finalizes 340B Administrative Dispute Resolution Rule: This rule, published on December 14, 2020, allows 340B 
covered entities and manufacturers to challenge certain disputes before an HHS panel to seek resolution. This rule 
reflects NACHC’s efforts on behalf of CHCs compelling HHS to provide a previously nonexistent means for covered  
entities to challenge manufacture overcharging. Learn more here. 

Interesting Reads 

 HHS Secretary Azar: States should bypass COVID vaccine priority plan if it slows administering shots - USA     
Today (January 8) 

In a Wednesday news conference Health and Human Services Secretary Alex Azar urged governors to get 
COVID-19 vaccines into as many people as possible as quickly as possible, and not let "perfection be the enemy 
of the good."  

 Feds to Start Using Pharmacies to Ramp Up Administration of COVID Vaccines - Medscape (January 6) 

The federal government is turning to private pharmacies to administer COVID-19 vaccines, in an effort to speed 
up the number of Americans being inoculated against the disease.  
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/23/2020-28483/implementation-of-executive-order-on-access-to-affordable-life-saving-medications
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/14/2020-27440/340b-drug-pricing-program-administrative-dispute-resolution-regulation
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/aq2vz4juju1xc3o/AAAMZwm2JOo9o16YmXMVbk7va/340B?dl=0&lst=&preview=Public+NACHC-FTLF+Alert+-+HHS+Finalizes+340B+ADR+Rule+(12.17.20+FINAL).pdf&subfolder_nav_tracking=1
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2021/01/06/azar-states-should-skip-covid-vaccine-priority-plan-if-slows-shots/6565463002/
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/943677
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Interesting Reads (cont’d) 

 Vaccines Are the Safest Medical Procedure We Have. Make Your Wager Wisely - Nautilus (December 29) 

When it comes to viruses, the only tool we have to fight them is vaccination. The only tool. Antibiotics are for 
bacteria, a completely different sort of creature.  

 Improving Ventilation in Your Home - USCDC (January 7) 

Staying home with only members of your household is the best way to keep SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes 
COVID-19) particles out of your home. However, if a visitor needs to be in your home, improving ventilation  
(air flow) can help prevent virus particles from accumulating in the air in your home 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Racial Justice/Health Disparity Resources & Info 

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page on  the 
MPCA website. 

Telehealth Update 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information, please visit the T health Resources page on the MPCA 
website. 
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HRSA: Promoting Pediatric Primary Prevention (P4) Challenge Competition 

To respond to declining rates of childhood vaccination coverage and well-child visits due to COVID-19, HRSA 
has launched the Promoting Pediatric Primary Prevention (P4) Challenge competition. HRSA will award 
$1,000,000 in prizes for innovative approaches to increase access to and utilization of well-child visits and/or 
immunization services within primary care settings. Partnerships with state and local organizations are         
encouraged, and submissions must include a primary care provider who delivers health services to children. 
HRSA expects to select up to 50 Phase 1 winners and up to 20 Phase 2 winners. 

We invite pediatric primary care providers, community health providers, state and local programs, and        
creative health care professionals to sign-up and learn more about the P4 Challenge and how it will address 
this critical public health issue. 

The application period opens Tuesday, January 19, and concludes at 5:00 PM ET on Monday, March 15. 

Interested in applying? Attend HRSA’s first P4 Challenge webinar: 

Friday, January 15 | 12:00 - 1:00 PM ET | More Information | Register here  

 
Is Your Health Center Hiring?  

Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA 
Job Board and list your openings on our website! 

http://nautil.us/blog/vaccines-are-the-safest-medical-procedure-we-have-make-your-wager-wisely?mc_cid=97219cd949&mc_eid=3bd803c953
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/Improving-Ventilation-Home.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM46142&ACSTrackingLabel=What%20to%20Expect%20After%20Getting%20a%20COVID-19%20Vaccine%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM46142
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/69/wr/mm6919e2.htm
https://mchb.hrsa.gov/P4Challenge
https://capconcorp.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RizFukBASD637OeyF_zzNw?_x_zm_rtaid=XkEYAZ5aTo2JcPQ0esS0qQ.1610019313486.d4663dacce63dafef253e8e7bcd36596&_x_zm_rhtaid=426
https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
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CHCNet Update 

 Visit Volume Impact Dashboard Project: MPCA is continuing the Visit Volume Impact Dashboard project to          
understand how COVID-19 has impacted Health Centers and how HCs have responded. Please continue to   
report your monthly data via this spreadsheet and email it, or any questions, to gparent@mepca.org.  

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine (CHCNet), or 
for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or contact Greg       
Parent: gparent@mepca.org 

Resources Addendum 

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the Weekly 
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPCA Contact Information: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO Clinical Director    cpezzullo@mepca.org   (207) 707-4545 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN  Quality Improvement     smorrill@mepca.org  (207) 707-4538   
    Program Manager 

Greg Parent   HCCN Program Manager  gparent@mepca.org  (207) 707-4537  

Sharon Stan y, MBA, CPC Finance Program Manager  sstanley@mepca.org   (207) 707-1725 

Bryan Wyatt, MA  Director of Policy   bwyatt@mepca.org  (207) 707-4536 
    & Communications  

Hillary Colcord   BPHC Program Manager  hcolcord@mepca.org  (207) 707-4542 

Beth Pearce   Oral Health Coordinator  bpearce@mepca.org   (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

Emily Ferry, MSW  Workforce Program Manager eferry@mepca.org  (207) 495-7172 (VM) 

Join MPCA on Slack! We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using the Slack        
communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups including our Clinical 
Channel and our Billing and Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to it@mepca.org for help with joining. 

     Vol. 45  January 12, 2021       

Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  
MPCA trainings and events.  

https://www.dropbox.com/s/gz4wp5tt068j6qb/FINAL%20TEMPLATE%20COVID-19%20Visit%20Volume%20Impact%20Reporting_Jun-Dec.xlsx?dl=0
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/93/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:smorrill@mepca.org
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18

