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Clinical Updates 

 Community Vaccination Centers Playbook - FEMA (2/4) 

 Single Dose Vaccination in Healthcare Workers Previously Infected with SARS-CoV-2 - medRxiv (2/1) 

 

 

 

Dental Updates 
 Gum disease linked to severe COVID-19 complications -- including death - DrBicuspid (2/5) 

 Mouthwash plus nasal spray may cut SARS-CoV-2 transmission - DrBicuspid (2/4) 

 20 states allow dentists to administer COVID-19 vaccines  - DrBicuspid (2/4) 

 How is the pandemic affecting pediatric oral care?  - DrBicuspid (2/2) 

Interesting Reads 

 Vaccinations in Maine expected to increase slightly this week - The Portland Press Herald (2/8) 

Maine expects to receive enough first doses this week to vaccinate 21,475 people, an increase of 1,100 doses 
but less than half the estimated number needed to inoculate most of the state’s population by summer. 

 The Financial Impact of COVID-19 on Federally Qualified Health Centers - Capital Link (2/3) 

The data analysis contained in this report is based on information for Federally Qualified Health Centers (both 
Section 330 grantees and Look-Alikes, highlighting FQHCs’ net projected losses from April 2020 through June 
2021 after taking into account critical federal support made available through December 2020.  

 The False Rumors About Vaccines That Are Scaring Women - The New York Times (1/26) 

We don’t know everything about Covid-19, but getting immunized is still the best way to protect your health.  

 New CDC director outlines 6 big fixes needed to crush COVID-19 - AMA (1/28) 

As newly appointed Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Director Rochelle P. Walensky, MD, 
MPH, steps into her new role leading the agency, the to-do list is long.  

 COVID-19 rarely spreads through surfaces. So why are we still deep cleaning? - nature (1/29) 

The coronavirus behind the pandemic can linger on doorknobs and other surfaces, but these aren’t a major 
source of infection.  
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Is Your Health Center Hiring?  

Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA 
Job Board and list your openings on our website! 

Conversations on Health Care: COVID-19 Is Shape-Shifting: Dr. William Haseltine Warns 
Variants & Lack of Containment May Weaken Vaccine Efficacy 

 Watch the Video 

https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_community-vaccination-centers_playbook.pdf
https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.01.30.21250843v2
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=hyg&pag=dis&ItemID=328033
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=infctl&pag=dis&ItemID=328025
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=bai&pag=dis&ItemID=328026
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.drbicuspid.com%2findex.aspx%3fSec%3dsup%26Sub%3dbai%26Pag%3ddis%26ItemId%3d328009%26wf%3d5627%26slid%3dSyTG6GCjc%252FmsCDgmt6Enew%253D%253D.YIUfVz0KoezwW%252FUkqIzguVygq569mxUFrEVbzdRyAT4%253D&c=E,1,BRPh
https://www.pressherald.com/2021/02/08/maine-cdc-reports-201-new-covid-19-cases-1-more-death/?rel=related
https://caplink.org/images/National_COVID-19_Infographic_-_UPDATED_FINAL.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/01/26/opinion/covid-vaccine-rumors.html
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/new-cdc-director-outlines-6-big-fixes-needed-crush-covid-19
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-00251-4
https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
https://www.chcradio.com/episode/William-Haseltine/566
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Policy Updates 

Administration is Actively Working to Implement Proposal to Distribute Vaccines Directly to CHCs, Bypassing State 
Structure 

While no details have been released yet (e.g., amounts, timelines), we are aware that the Administration is actively 
exploring ways to implement a direct distribution model for CHCs.  Related to that model, here are some                  
recommendations that we are told have been shared with key Administration officials: 

 At least 10% of the national vaccine supply should be distributed directly to CHCs, without going through the 
states. (CHCs currently serve 9.25% of US population.)   

 Each CHC's allocation should be based on number of patients it serves, so that states with a relatively larger 
CHC presence will receive relatively more vaccines.   

 CHCs should be permitted to transfer vaccines among themselves in response to community needs.   

 States should be encouraged to provide CHCs with additional vaccines as appropriate.   

 CHCs should be permitted to give priority to their existing patients and communities when distributing          
vaccines. 

 In terms of specific vaccines, to the extent possible provide CHCs with vaccines that have less extensive         
requirements re: storage and administration. For example: 

 At present, provide CHCs with Moderna vaccines (rather than Pfizer), as they require less expensive     
freezers.   

 Provide CHCs with single-dose vaccines (once they become available), as underserved patients often find it 
more difficult to return for a second appointment.   

Pelosi and Schumer File Joint Budget Resolution to Fast Track Biden Aid Package 

House and Senate Democrats introduced a joint budget resolution on February 1, 2021 that instructs committees to 
begin drafting President Biden’s $1.9 trillion COVID-19 relief plan over the next two weeks. Leaders in the majority 
party are debating whether to use the procedure to evade the legislative filibuster and pass Biden’s proposal with 51 
votes in the Senate. The budget resolution instructs committees to pull together the pieces of Biden’s package by   
February 16, 2021, including $1,400 stimulus checks, an extension of unemployment insurance with a $400 weekly 
federal enhancement, and $350 billion in state and local aid. 

Task Force Promises Aid to Hardest-Hit 

Marcella Nunez-Smith, chair of President Biden's COVID-19 Equity Task Force, stated during a January 28, 2021 White 
House health briefing that outreach to communities of color, people with disabilities, and other marginalized groups 
will be a priority for the administration’s COVID-19 response. Black, Latino and Native Americans have                       
disproportionately suffered higher rates of infection, hospitalization, and death since the beginning of the pandemic, 
with the national death rate of Black patients reaching twice that of white patients last summer. Nunez-Smith vowed 
to address such inequities in public health, while some distribution data suggested vaccine uptake is now almost twice 
as high, on average, among white people than it is among Black and Latino people. 
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https://www.democrats.senate.gov/news/press-releases/schumer-pelosi-file-joint-fy2021-budget-resolution-to-give-congress-additional-legislative-tool-to-pass-urgently-needed-covid-relief
https://news.bloomberglaw.com/health-law-and-business/bidens-health-equity-task-force-to-spotlight-social-disparities
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Policy Updates 

President Biden Proposes Over $12 billion in Funding for CHCs in Rescue Bill 

On February 3, the White House sent information to Congressional allies providing more details on their proposed 
American Rescue Plan. The proposal includes $12 billion in direct funding for CHCs, plus an undetermined amount for 
grants to CHCs to expand their workforce. Here’s the text of the CHC-focused sections: 

 $7.6B in emergency supplemental funding for CHCs to cover pandemic-related costs, including administering 
vaccines to underserved populations--which will require scaling up the depleted CHC workforce - and recouping 
billions of dollars in lost revenue that risks CHCs’ long-term stability. 

 $4.4B to expand community health centers by building new sites and expanding services, including mental 
health and substance use disorder, to better serve current patients and the newly uninsured as Americans lose 
their jobs as a result of the pandemic. 

 An undetermined amount of the $8 billion requested is for expanding the public health workforce. Here’s the 
language: 

       “Expand Public Health Workforce By At Least 100,000 ($8B)  
This historic investment in the public health workforce would support staffing vaccine clinics, conducting      
outreach in local communities to support prevention and vaccination education; and contact tracing in the 
short term, while building a stronger and more vital community health workforce to better respond to future 
public health threats, improve quality of care, and reduce hospitalization in communities that are lower income 
and underserved. in the long term. This program would include grants to public health organizations and    
community health centers, with incentives to hire individuals from the communities they serve.” 

Word on the Hill is that this $8 billion includes $800,000 for the NHSC, but we are hoping for a higher level of 
NHSC funding as another bill to expand the health care workforce is being introduced by Dick Durbin (D-IL) and 
Marco Rubio (R-FL) and would provide $5 billion for the NHSC and $1 billion for the Nurse Corps.   

Racial Justice/Health Disparity Resources & Info 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 
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Improving COVID-19 Vaccine Equity: Strategies for Increasing Vaccine  
Confidence & Uptake in Diverse Communities 

Wednesday, February 17 | 7:30 - 8:30 AM | Registration 

Please join us for a conversation with ME DHHS staff and local community leaders to learn more about 
strategies for improving equitable distribution & uptake of COVID vaccines, including improving the       
collection of race/ethnicity data at the time of vaccination, as well as implementing efforts to support   
outreach and education in diverse and hard-to-reach communities to increase equitable vaccine uptake.  

https://coronaviruswarroom.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/ARP-Covid-Funding.pdf
https://www.durbin.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/durbin-rubio-introduce-bipartisan-bill-to-expand-health-care-workforce-to-meet-nationwide-challenges-highlighted-by-covid-19
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJcsfuGvpj0jGdaRiW5Y15qnYa2AMVriHgaI
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CHCNet Update 

ImmPact COVID-19 Reporting 

For CHCs interested in improving their connection to ImmPact, Maine’s Immunization Information System (IIS), 
please follow these steps: 

1. Complete the Onboarding Readiness Checklist and submit the Data Exchange Onboard Application. 

a.  Be sure to specify whether you’re seeking flat-file upload capability or full HL7 integration (for real-time 
EHR-to-ImmPact reporting) and reiterate whether or not you’d prefer to involve HealthInfoNet in the    
process and leverage your HIE connection.  

b.  Once you email the form, ImmPact will begin processing the application and eventually follow up to       
coordinate the connection(s) necessary between the IIS and CHC (including EHR vendor and HIE, if           
applicable).  

2. While ImmPact is processing your application:  

a.  Review the Flat File Transfer Specification Document , 

b.  Build a report/reporting template according to the specifications and requirements therein, and 

c.  Contact your EHR vendor to notify and prepare of them of upcoming connections to the IIS. Your vendor 
may have specific steps to follow that will facilitate the connection. 

ImmPact is also offering multiple trainings each week to ensure users are have the necessary knowledge and skills to 
meet reporting expectations. These meetings should be shared widely with all applicable staff.  

Reach out to Greg Parent (gparent@mepca.org) if you do not have either of these on your calendar. 

 Every Tuesday at 12pm: ImmPact for new users ordering any/all vaccines. 

 Agenda items include: Vaccine Order/transfer notification; Patient search; Cold chain; Inventory;              
Administrative Maintenance. 

 Every Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 12pm: ImmPact for new users ordering COVID Vaccine only. 

 Agenda items include: New user log-in; Ordering COVID vaccine; Accepting orders on arrival; Patient 
search; Reconciling inventory 

For more information, email ImmPact directly: 

 General information/requests: Immpact.Support@maine.gov 

 Deepa Chaudhary, Interface Specialist (HL7 support): Deepa.Chaudhary@maine.gov 

 Danielle Sherwood, ImmPact Program Manager: Danielle.Sherwood@maine.gov 

Please cc: Greg Parent, CHCNet Program Manager (gparent@mepca.org) for support throughout the process. 

Visit Volume Impact Dashboard Project: MPCA is continuing the Visit Volume Impact Dashboard project to          
understand how COVID-19 has impacted Health Centers and how HCs have responded. Please continue to report 
your monthly data via this spreadsheet and email it, or any questions, to gparent@mepca.org.  

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine (CHCNet), or 
for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or contact Greg       
Parent: gparent@mepca.org 

     Vol. 48  February 9, 2021  

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/documents/data-exchange-onboarding-application072020.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Flat-File-Transfer-Specification_11_2020.pdf
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:Immpact.Support@maine.gov
mailto:Deepa.Chaudhary@maine.gov
mailto:Danielle.Sherwood@maine.gov
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gz4wp5tt068j6qb/FINAL%20TEMPLATE%20COVID-19%20Visit%20Volume%20Impact%20Reporting_Jun-Dec.xlsx?dl=0
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
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Telehealth Update 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information, please visit the T health Resources page on the MPCA 
website. 

Resources Addendum 

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the        
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPCA Contact Information: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO  Clinical Director     cpezzullo@mepca.org  

Susan Whittaker, CPC, CPMA  Quality Improvement Program Manager  swhittaker@mepca.org 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN  Program Manager    smorrill@mepca.org  

Greg Parent    CHCNet Program Manager   gparent@mepca.org 

Sharon Stan y, MBA, CPC  Finance Program Manager   sstanley@mepca.org  

Bryan Wyatt, MA   Director of Policy & Communications  bwyatt@mepca.org 

Marge Kilkelly , MS, CED  Policy Program Manager   mkilkelly@mepca.org 

Hillary Colcord, MHRT/C  BPHC Program Manager   hcolcord@mepca.org 

Beth Pearce    Oral Health Coordinator    bpearce@mepca.org   

Emily Ferry, MSW   Workforce Program Manager   eferry@mepca.org 

Join MPCA on Slack! We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using the Slack        
communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups including our Clinical 
Channel and our Billing and Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to it@mepca.org for help with joining. 
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Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  
MPCA trainings and events.  

https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:swhittaker@mepca.org
mailto:smorrill@mepca.org
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:mkilkelly@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18

