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Clinical Updates 
 FDA Issues Emergency Use Authorization for Third COVID-19 Vaccine - FDA (2/27) 

 Vial Update for Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine - Seth Heacock | Northeast Regional Manager | Moderna (2/25) 

 

 

 
 

Policy Updates 
Status of COVID Rescue/Reconciliation Bill 
Congress is continuing its efforts to pass the $1.9 trillion COVID-19 stimulus relief through the Reconciliation process. 
The House Budget Committee met last week to consolidate these sections into one large package which was          
ultimately passed by the full house early Saturday morning. The bill now moves to the Senate where senators will 
start considering the pandemic assistance plan this week. Included in this package are the following funding items 
related to health centers: 

 $7.6 billion in flexible emergency COVID-19 funding for health centers and health center program look-alikes 
(LALs);  

 $800 million for the National Health Service Corps, $200 million for the Nurse Corps, and $330 million for the 
Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education programs, all which support the health center workforce;  

 Investments in Medicaid to support vaccination efforts and other critical services;  
 $7.5 billion in funding for CDC for vaccine administration and distribution, to be dispersed to support states, 

local, tribal, and territorial public health departments, community vaccination centers, and mobile vaccination 
units;  

 $47.8 billion to HHS to implement a national testing strategy and contact tracing surveillance; 

 $7.6 billion to HHS to expand the public health workforce; and   
 Expansion of children’s health programs, ACA exchange upgrades, and mental/behavioral health care.  

CHCs to Receive Free Masks to Distribute to Patients, Staff and Community 

Last Wednesday, the White House announced that starting next month, all CHCs (both grantees and look-alikes) will 
begin receiving “no-cost, high-quality, washable masks in child and adult sizes, packaged in pairs of two.” CHCs will be 
encouraged to distribute individually-wrapped packages of two masks, as well as a flyer with CDC guidance on how 
and why to wear masks, to patients, staff, and community members for each person in their household. Shipments 
will start in early March, and as delivery dates near, HRSA will inform send CHCs an EHB message about the specific 
number to expect. 

HHS-Nominee Becerra Faces FQHC and 340B Questions During Nomination Hearings 

The HELP Committee and the Senate Finance Committee held hearings last week on President Biden’s nomination of 
Xavier Becerra to serve as HHS Secretary. Becerra was asked about the 340B program, and if he would support a new 
specific legislative definition of what a contract pharmacy is. Becerra answered that under the law, entities entitled 
to discounts should be getting them now and described the program as indispensable. Becerra was also asked about  
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Vaccine Work Group Meeting  

Thursday, March 4, | 1:00pm – 2:00pm | Join the Meeting 

Janssen representatives will be present to discuss their newly approved J&J COVID-19 vaccine. 

https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-third-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.dropbox.com/s/bssa7igvmgu5b5a/Vial%20Update%20for%20Moderna%20COVID.pdf?dl=0
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20210222/BILLS-117hrPIH-american-rescue-planRH.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/02/24/fact-sheet-president-biden-announces-new-actions-to-deliver-masks-to-communities-hit-hard-by-the-pandemic/
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-of-xavier-becerra-to-serve-as-secretary-of-health-and-human-services
https://zoom.us/j/95037941905?pwd=emlpR0x5RnQ2YTkvMHE5YlRoNVQzUT09


REMINDER - Webinar: COVID19 Vaccine Community Health Worker Session 

Tuesday, March 9 | 2:00 PM-3:15 PM | Join the Webinar 
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Policy Updates (cont’d) 
FQHCs and if he would provide more resources for CHCs. He said yes, and also stated he would support funding for 
the National Health Service Corps. It is unclear when the official confirmation votes will be held but at this point, 
Becerra appears on track to be confirmed as the next HHS Secretary. 

NACHC Files Amicus Brief in Support of HHS’ Position on 340B Case 

Last month, Eli Lilly filed a motion seeking a preliminary injunction to block HHS’ Administrative Dispute Resolution 
rule from going into effect. HHS responded with a brief requesting the Court to reject Eli Lilly’s motion, which would 
prevent HHS from establishing their ADR panel to resolve disputes in the 340B program. In strong opposition, HHS 
recognizes that the 340B program has served a critical role in facilitating health care for vulnerable patients for over 
30 years. On February 23, NACHC filed an amicus brief opposing Lilly’s motion to block the rule and the ADR process. 
If the Court rules in Eli Lilly’s favor, the result would suspend the claims filed by over 225 FQHCs for ongoing unlawful 
overcharging by manufacturers. This injunction would remove the only process available for FQHCs to seek relief 
from unlawful drug manufacturers overcharging for critical drugs for the communities they serve. 

Dental Updates 
 Antiviral agents may reduce virus spread from ultrasonic scalers - DrBicuspid.com (2/23)

 How safe are aerosol-generating devices during COVID-19? - DrBicuspid.com (2/25)

 What you need to know about COVID-19 and gum health - DrBicuspid.com (2/23)

 COVID-19 pushed 1 in 12 dental hygienists out of the workforce - DrBicuspid.com (2/24)

Interesting Reads 
 How to Spot a Fake N95 - Medscape (2/19)

Counterfeit N95 face masks are on the rise and according to the CDC, there is no guarantee they provide the
same protection as masks approved by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). But
recognizing phony N95s can be easy using a few simple steps.

 Seniors Seeking Vaccines Have a Problem: They Can’t Use the Internet - The New York Times (2/28)

Older adults living alone often lack access or an understanding of technology, and many are unsure how to sign
up for an appointment.

 Ad Council officially launches their COVID-19 vaccination campaign - adcouncil.org (2/25)

The It’s Up to You campaign encourages audiences to get the latest vaccine information—knowing that
personal education is the first step in building vaccine confidence. To see common questions and get more
vaccine information, visit our consumer site here: www.GetVaccineAnswers.org.
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https://mainemobile.zoom.us/j/6103293245
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=infctl&pag=dis&ItemID=328121
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=bai&pag=dis&ItemID=328137
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=hyg&pag=dis&ItemID=328123
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=hyg&pag=dis&ItemID=328132
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/946132
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/28/technology/seniors-vaccines-technology.html
https://www.adcouncil.org/campaign/vaccine-education
https://getvaccineanswers.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/w2fs0ldljwthrjj/ECF%2046-1%20NACHC%20amicus%20brief.pdf?dl=0
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CHCNet Update 

ImmPact COVID-19 Reporting 

For CHCs interested in improving their connection to ImmPact, Maine’s Immunization Information System (IIS), 
please follow these steps: 

1. Complete the Onboarding Readiness Checklist and submit the Data Exchange Onboard Application. 

a.  Be sure to specify whether you’re seeking flat-file upload capability or full HL7 integration (for real-time 
EHR-to-ImmPact reporting) and reiterate whether or not you’d prefer to involve HealthInfoNet in the    
process and leverage your HIE connection.  

b.  Once you email the form, ImmPact will begin processing the application and eventually follow up to       
coordinate the connection(s) necessary between the IIS and CHC (including EHR vendor and HIE, if           
applicable).  

2. While ImmPact is processing your application:  

a.  Review the Flat File Transfer Specification Document , 

b.  Build a report/reporting template according to the specifications and requirements therein, and 

c.  Contact your EHR vendor to notify and prepare of them of upcoming connections to the IIS. Your vendor 
may have specific steps to follow that will facilitate the connection. 

ImmPact is also offering multiple trainings each week to ensure users are have the necessary knowledge and skills 
to meet reporting expectations. These meetings should be shared widely with all applicable staff. Reach out to 
Greg Parent (gparent@mepca.org) if you would like more information on these trainings. 

For more information, email ImmPact directly: 

 General information/requests: Immpact.Support@maine.gov 

 Deepa Chaudhary, Interface Specialist (HL7 support): Deepa.Chaudhary@maine.gov 

 Danielle Sherwood, ImmPact Program Manager: Danielle.Sherwood@maine.gov 

Please cc: Greg Parent, CHCNet Program Manager (gparent@mepca.org) for support throughout the process. 

Visit Volume Impact Dashboard Project: MPCA is continuing the Visit Volume Impact Dashboard project to          
understand how COVID-19 has impacted Health Centers and how HCs have responded. Please continue to report 
your monthly data via this spreadsheet and email it, or any questions, to gparent@mepca.org.  

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine (CHCNet), or 
for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or contact Greg       
Parent: gparent@mepca.org 
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Is Your Health Center Hiring?  
Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA 

Job Board and list your openings on our website! 

https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/infectious-disease/immunization/documents/data-exchange-onboarding-application072020.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Flat-File-Transfer-Specification_11_2020.pdf
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:Immpact.Support@maine.gov
mailto:Deepa.Chaudhary@maine.gov
mailto:Danielle.Sherwood@maine.gov
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://www.dropbox.com/s/gz4wp5tt068j6qb/FINAL%20TEMPLATE%20COVID-19%20Visit%20Volume%20Impact%20Reporting_Jun-Dec.xlsx?dl=0
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
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Racial Justice/Health Disparity Resources & Info 

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 

Telehealth Update 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information, please visit the T health Resources page on the MPCA 
website. 

Resources Addendum 

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the        
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPCA Contact Information: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO  Clinical Director     cpezzullo@mepca.org  

Susan Whittaker, CPC, CPMA  Quality Improvement Program Manager  swhittaker@mepca.org 

Bryan Wyatt, MA   Director of Policy & Communications  bwyatt@mepca.org 

Greg Parent    CHCNet Program Manager   gparent@mepca.org 

Sharon Stan y, MBA, CPC  Finance Program Manager   sstanley@mepca.org  

Marge Kilkelly , MS, CED  Policy Program Manager   mkilkelly@mepca.org 

Hillary Colcord, MHRT/C  BPHC Program Manager   hcolcord@mepca.org 

Beth Pearce    Oral Health Coordinator    bpearce@mepca.org   

Emily Ferry, MSW   Workforce Program Manager   eferry@mepca.org 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN  Program Manager    smorrill@mepca.org  

Join MPCA on Slack! We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using the Slack        
communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups including our Clinical 
Channel and our Billing and Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to it@mepca.org for help with joining. 
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Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  
MPCA trainings and events.  

https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:swhittaker@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:gparent@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:mkilkelly@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:smorrill@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18

