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CLINICAL UPDATES 

Level of Protection Against Reinfection With SARS-CoV-2 - Practice Update (4/20) 

What to tell your patients about new CDC advice on mask-wearing - AMA (4/28) 

AHA Guidance on Blood Clots Linked to COVID-19 Vaccine - Medscape Pediatrics (4/29) 

CDC UPDATES 

Effectiveness of Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna Vaccines Against COVID-19 Among Hospitalized Adults Aged 
≥65 Years - (4/28) 

CDC Guidelines Coming on Long COVID - Medscape Medical News (4/28) 

DENTAL UPDATES 
Could good oral hygiene improve COVID-19 outcomes? - Dr. Bicuspid (4/26) 

INTERESTING READS 

Maine Updates Public Health Guidance on Use of Face Coverings in Outdoor Public Settings - maine.gov (4/27) 

Governor Janet Mills announced las Tuesday that Maine is updating its public health guidance to remove the 
requirement that people wear face coverings in outdoor settings. 

Maine’s first mass COVID-19 vaccination site to close as state shifts immunization strategy - The Portland Press 
Herald (5/3) 

One of Maine’s major COVID-19 mass vaccination sites will end first-dose appointments on Thursday as it 

moves toward a shutdown on May 27 

Pfizer Pill to Treat COVID Symptoms Could Be Ready by Year's End, CEO Says - Medscape (4/28) 

Pfizer CEO Albert Bourla says an oral drug the company is developing to treat COVID-19 symptoms could be 
available to the public by the end of the year. 

The Math That Explains the End of the Pandemic - The New York Times (4/29) 

The United States has vaccinated more than half of its adults against Covid-19, but it could be months until the 
country has vaccinated enough people to put herd immunity within reach (and much of the world is still 
desperately waiting for access to vaccines). 

Superspreaders of Malign and Subversive Information on COVID-19 - Rand Corporation   

The global spread of coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) created a fertile ground for attempts to influence 
and destabilize different populations and countries. This work lays the foundation for a better understanding 
of how and whether Russia and China might act and coordinate in the domain of malign and subversive 
information efforts in the future.     

Anxiety and Anticipation: Rejoining a Post-COVID World - Medscape (4/28) 

Now that COVID-19 vaccines and CDC guidelines are letting us return to a more normal lifestyle, the prospect 
has triggered many emotions in Americans, from yearning and exhilaration to dread and panic. Whether 
you're an introvert or extrovert, a return to "normal" prompts strong feelings. 
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https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA112-11.html
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/950125?src=mkm_covid_update_210429_MSCPEDIT&uac=369502AV&impID=3342824&faf=1


 

 

 
mepca.org 

 2 | Page  

POLICY & COMMUNICATIONS 

HHS Announces $1 Billion from American Rescue Plan for Construction and Renovation Projects at Health 
Centers 

On April 27, HRSA announced $1 Billion from the American Rescue Plan to fund COVID-19 related capital 
needs and to construct, renovate, and expand facilities and purchase new equipment. A likely 1,376 awards 
will be given to eligible CHCs that submit a completed application, which are due in HRSA’s EHBs by 5:00 p.m. 
ET on June 24, 2021. Click here for award submission guidance and resources. On May 6, 2021, HRSA will host 
an overview webinar from 2:30pm-4pm ET. 

Biden Gives Address to Joint Session of Congress 

President Biden addressed a joint session of Congress late last week, championing the success of the American 
Rescue Plan. Biden also stressed the importance of passing the American Jobs Plan and the recently released 
American Families Plan – both multi-trillion-dollar economic stimulus packages focused on infrastructure, the 
economy, jobs, and expanding federal support for lower-income and middle-class Americans. Biden laid out 
his health care reform priorities, including drug price reform and lifting the negotiation ban, expanding 
Medicare and the ACA, and cutting deductibles, but did not offer details on how to move forward. None of 
these proposals are in the American Jobs Plan or American Families Plan, leaving Democrats on the Hill to 
push ahead on their own. Biden’s speech touched on other major policy issues, including police reform, gun 
control, and immigration. 

HHS Deputy Secretary Expected to be Confirmed on Monday, May 10   

On Monday, May 10, the Senate will vote on whether to confirm President Biden’s nominee for HHS Deputy 

Secretary, Andrea Palm. On April 22, the Senate Finance Committee approved her nomination on a 20-8 vote, 

and she is expected to win full Senate approval easily. Still no word on who will be nominated for the position 

of HRSA Administrator.   

 

 

 

 

 

RACIAL JUSTICE/HEALTH DISPARITY RESOURCES & INFO 

We Still Don’t Know Who the Coronavirus’s Victims Were - The Atlantic (5/2) 

 

 

 

 

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page 

on the MPCA website. 

 

 

 

Is Your Health Center Hiring?  

Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA 

Job Board and list your openings on our website! 

NIHCM Presents: Achieving Health Equity: What’s Next? 
May 21 | 2:00 PM | Registration & Information 

Part of "Stopping the Other Pandemic: Systemic Racism and Health" 

Stay Connected: The Emergency Broadband Benefit Program  
Helping people stay connected during the COVID-19 pandemic 

As of May 12, 2021, eligible households will be able to enroll in the program to receive a monthly 
discount off the cost of broadband service from an approved provider. Eligible households can enroll 
through an approved provider or by clicking here.  

https://mepca.org/
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA0MjcuMzk1MjU1NzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2JwaGMuaHJzYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbS1vcHBvcnR1bml0aWVzL2FtZXJpY2FuLXJlc2N1ZS1wbGFuL2FycC1jYXBpdGFsLWltcHJvdmVtZW50cyJ9.Ujg60hsRUcwSNMMuWoXkbyTnAp1EBEFv9qy6DF8u2Dw/s/1259468059/br/105437422137-l
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https://nihcm.org/events/achieving-health-equity-whats-next?utm_source=NIHCM+Foundation&utm_campaign=a35052cebc-052121_Health_Equity_Webinar_Invite&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_6f88de9846-a35052cebc-167728456
https://getemergencybroadband.org/


 

 

 
mepca.org 

3 | Page  

TELEHEALTH UPDATE 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information, please visit the Telehealth Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 

CHCNET UPDATE 
For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine 
(CHCNet), or for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or 
contact Greg Parent: gparent@mepca.org 

RESOURCES ADDENDUM 
For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the        
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MPCA CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO  Clinical Director     cpezzullo@mepca.org  

Susan Whittaker, CPC, CPMA  Quality Improvement Program Manager  swhittaker@mepca.org 

Bryan Wyatt, MA   Director of Policy & Communications  bwyatt@mepca.org 

Greg Parent    CHCNet Program Manager   gparent@mepca.org 

Sharon Stanley, MBA, CPC  Finance Program Manager   sstanley@mepca.org  

Emily Ferry, MSW   Workforce Program Manager   eferry@mepca.org  

Marge Kilkelly , MS, CED  Policy Program Manager   mkilkelly@mepca.org 

Hillary Colcord, MHRT/C  BPHC Program Manager   hcolcord@mepca.org 

Sarah Morrill, RN, BSN  Program Manager    smorrill@mepca.org 

Beth Pearce    Oral Health Coordinator    bpearce@mepca.org   

Michael Pancook, MPA  CHCNet Program Coordinator   mpancook@mepca.org  

Kristen Kilcollins, MPH  Program Coordinator    kkilcollins@mepca.org 

Megan Cross    Program Coordinator    mcross@mepca.org  

 
 

Join MPCA on Slack! We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using 
the Slack communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups 
including our Clinical Channel and our Billing and Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to 
it@mepca.org for help with joining. 

Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  

MPCA trainings and events.  
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