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THIS WEEK IS NATIONAL HEALTH CENTER WEEK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CLINICAL UPDATE 

Covid-19 Breakthrough Infections in Vaccinated Health Care Workers - New England Journal of Medicine 
(7/28) 

Outbreak of SARS-CoV-2 Infections, Including COVID-19 Vaccine Breakthrough Infections, Associated with 
Large Public Gatherings — Barnstable County, Massachusetts, July 2021 - CDC (8/6) 

Safety of Breastfeeding After COVID-19 Vaccination - PracticeUpdate (8/8) 

 

 

DENTAL UPDATE 

Effect of the COVID-19 Pandemic on Behavioral and Psychosocial Factors Related to Oral Health in Adolescents 
- PracticeUpdate (8/8) 

COVID-19 WEEKLY COMPENDIUM  
AUGUST 10, 2021 | YEAR 2, VOLUME 23 

 

The Critical Role of Monoclonal Antibodies as the COVID-19 Pandemic Continues 
Tuesday, August 10 | 4:00-5:00 p.m. ET | Join the day of the session 

Or join by phone: 833-568-8864 | Meeting ID: 160 055 0780 and passcode: 828587 

Please join this important HRSA webinar focusing on how monoclonal antibodies and other 
therapeutics can help prevent serious illness from COVID-19. This webinar will feature Michael R. 

Anderson, MD, a Senior Advisor to HHS’ Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response 
(ASPR). We know that this webinar conflicts with our 2020 Uniform Data System data trends 
webinar. Please know that we will record this webinar and share the recording. However, we 

strongly encourage providers who have questions about COVID-19 treatments to attend this 
webinar so they can participate in the Q&A portion. 

 
 
 
 
 

Join us for National Health Center Week - August 8-14, 2021 
“Community Health Centers: The Chemistry for Strong Communities” 

This year’s theme is reflective of the significant impact Communities Health Centers have had 
during the pandemic and the role they play going forward. Specific focus days:  

 Sunday, 8/8: Public Health in Housing Day  Thursday, 8/12: Stakeholder Appreciation Day 

 Monday, 8/9: Healthcare for the Homeless Day  Friday, 8/13: HC Staff Appreciation Day 

 Tuesday, 8/10: Agricultural Worker Health 
Center Day 

 Saturday, 8/14: Children’s Health Day 

 Wednesday, 8/11: Patient Appreciation Day  

 
Click here to find out what’s going on in your Community! 

 

https://mepca.org/
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMoa2109072
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7031e2.htm
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/70/wr/mm7031e2.htm
https://www.practiceupdate.com/c/121655/2/23/?elsca1=emc_enews_daily-digest&elsca2=email&elsca3=practiceupdate_dent&elsca4=dentistry&elsca5=newsletter&rid=NDg3MzA3NDQ2ODMwS0&lid=31297497
https://www.practiceupdate.com/journalscan/83972/2/23?elsca1=emc_enews_daily-digest&elsca2=email&elsca3=practiceupdate_dent&elsca4=dentistry&elsca5=newsletter&rid=NDg3MzA3NDQ2ODMwS0&lid=31297497
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flnks.gd%2fl%2feyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTA4MDUuNDQxNzQ1MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2hoc2FzcHJvZWEuem9vbWdvdi5jb20vai8xNjAwNTUwNzgwP3B3ZD1NVkp4WWxWWGJqTm9SSGwxVGtoT2JtNW1jV2t2WnowOSJ9.UolesARMk_wtOAWcA9BD5rYpdVFMsxR_RJJrlGWD0ZY%2fs%2f1520392937%2fbr%2f110467419735-l&c=E,1,r1iD3lwE9I8gLkC2a3DRmnfjhOlNobEO2lOZiTKUVLgYKRAZL8YShkz7RiYqeexcgh8adZi8m8n4x6UScokWKQFzK_SnT-8EO7Dl6NhzyG8,&typo=0
https://healthcenterweek.org/
https://mepca.org/training-events/2021-national-health-center-week/
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Registration is OPEN! 
2021 Virtual MPCA Annual Conference 

Embracing Change: Recovery, Resilience, and Reinvention 
Session Dates: 

  10/7, 10/14, 10/21 - 2:30 - 5:00 PM 
 10/28 - 3:00 - 4:30 PM 

Registration | Draft Agenda | Information, contact Andrea Watkins (awatkins@mepca.org) 
 
 

MPCA ANNUAL CONFERENCE - REGISTRATION OPEN 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

INTERESTING READS 

The Delta Variant in Schools: Is Rapid Testing the Answer? - Medscape (8/4) 

The Delta variant has turned out to be a transmission machine, with a highly cited and still not yet peer-
reviewed study suggesting 1000-fold higher viral loads in the noses of those with Delta compared with other 
variants, and an internal CDC document likening the infectiousness of Delta to chicken pox.  

Masks Are Back, Maybe for the Long Term - The Atlantic (8/6) 

Last week, the CDC played what probably seemed like one of the most obvious cards left in its hand: asking 
vaccinated people to once again mask in public indoor spaces, in places where the virus is surging. 

A blood marker predicts who gets ‘breakthrough’ COVID - Nature (7/29) 

People fully vaccinated against COVID-19 are less likely to become infected with the coronavirus if they have 
relatively high levels of virus-blocking antibodies, according to a study of thousands of health-care workers 
who received the Pfizer–BioNTech. 

POLICY & COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE 

Democrats to Narrow Down Healthcare Provisions to be Included in Upcoming “Social Infrastructure” 
Reconciliation Bill 

The $3.5 trillion “social infrastructure” package is expected to be the last chance for Congressional Democrats 
to pass their highest priority healthcare priorities before next year’s election. However, the cost of the 
healthcare provisions sought by many Democrats would push the bill’s total to well above the $3.5 trillion 
limit, leading to discussions about how to limit which provisions can be included – and how to manage 
expectations.   

Here are some key points on how health care fits into the reconciliation bill discussions: 

 The budget resolution that will soon come up before the Senate will not include specific amounts of 

funding for health care initiatives, but it will provide broad allocations of funding with which to work.  

 The budget resolution will likely allow for a total allocation of $600-750 billion of the $3.5 trillion for on 

general healthcare provisions. Some analysts say that the actual total could be as low as $400-450 billion 

as “pay-fors” will be required to achieve significant savings. 

 Within the topline numbers of the resolution, Democrats will have to make decisions on what kind of 
health care provisions they can fit in. The five top health policies in the budget resolution that 
Democrats are focusing on right now are 1) creating Medicare dental, vision and hearing benefits, 2) 
extending the higher ACA Marketplace subsidies established in the March 2021 ARPA, 3) expanding 
Medicaid coverage to millions in states that have refused to expand their programs, 4) bolstering 
Medicaid’s in-home care, and 5) reducing patient spending on prescription drugs. 

Given the long list, and limits on funding, expect to see a long and possibly contentious debate within the 

Democratic Caucus extending into the fall over health spending.

https://2021ac.eventbrite.com/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Draft-Agenda-2021-AC-v2.pdf
mailto:awatkins@mepca.org
https://www.medscape.com/viewarticle/955795
https://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2021/08/remasking-vaccine-covid/619681/
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-021-02096-3
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RACIAL JUSTICE/HEALTH DISPARITY RESOURCES & INFO 

More minority patients getting vaccinated at community health centers, say federal officials - The Washington 
Post (8/09) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page  
on the MPCA website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is Your Health Center Hiring?  

Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA 

Job Board and list your openings on our website! 

Staff vaccination Templates to Assist CHCs Planning to Require that Staff be Vaccinated 

CHCs in several parts of the country have begun requiring their staff to be vaccinated against 
COVID as a condition of employment. One of these CHCs -- Carolina Health Centers, based in 

South Carolina -- has shared the materials it prepared to announce and explain this new 
requirement to employees. This CHC is implementing a two-phase process to give staff roughly 
60 days to come into compliance with the new requirement. CHCs seeking to implement their 

own vaccine requirement find this template email to staff and FAQs to be a helpful starting point 
for developing their own policies and communications. CHCs with question about the email, 

FAQs, or other issues related to rolling out the policy are welcome to contact Sue Veer, CEO of 
Carolina Health Centers, at sveer@carolinahealthcenters.org.   

 
 
 
 
 

Special Open-Enrollment Period for Marketplace Plans will end on Sunday August 15 

A reminder that the pandemic-related Special Enrollment Period for ACA Marketplace plans ends 
Sunday, August 15. Consumers who do not sign up for a plan by that date will be unable to do so 
again until the standard open enrollment period opens later this fall, with coverage to begin on  

Jan. 1, 2022. 

The Schwartz Center Presents: Virtual Compassion in Action Healthcare Conference 

Compassion: Building a Better Healthcare Future 

June 15 - Sept 30, 2021 | Registration  

The Schwartz Center’s Virtual Compassion in Action Healthcare Conference features a 
comprehensive program of 30+ virtual sessions. Online presentations, conversations and 

workshops will take place twice a week, beginning June 15 through September 30, 2021, and will 
feature globally renowned healthcare leaders. The programming is tailored to provide attendees 
with insight, knowledge and tools to help them support themselves and their communities, and 
other resources to equip caregivers to sustain a culture of compassion throughout and following 

this public health crisis. 

 

Participants can sign up any time to have access to the library of recorded sessions. 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2021/08/09/vaccinations-minority-patients-community-health-centers/
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xuL_opU_nC_rQV-Yg8-NtAy88otTgoKq1zc8vs9cTVA/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xuL_opU_nC_rQV-Yg8-NtAy88otTgoKq1zc8vs9cTVA/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:sveer@carolinahealthcenters.org
https://compassioninactionconference.org/register/
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CHCNET UPDATE 

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine 
(CHCNet), or for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or  
contact Michael Pancook: mpancook@mepca.org. 

BILLING, CODING & TELEHEALTH NEWS 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information, please visit the Telehealth Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 

RESOURCES ADDENDUM 

AFTER HOURS - MPCA OFFICE HOURS RESOURCES (THERE WILL BE NO OFFICE HOURS ON 8/12 - RESUMING 8/19) 

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the        
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPCA CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO  Clinical Director     cpezzullo@mepca.org  

Susan Whittaker, CPC, CPMA  Quality Improvement Program Manager  swhittaker@mepca.org 

Bryan Wyatt, MA   Director of Policy & Communications  bwyatt@mepca.org 

Hannah Hudson, MA   Policy & Communications Manager  hhudson@mepca.org  

Michael Pancook, MPA  CHCNet Program Manager   mpancook@mepca.org 

Sharon Stanley, MBA, CPC  Operations Improvement Program Manager sstanley@mepca.org  

Emily Ferry, MSW   Workforce Program Manager   eferry@mepca.org  

Hillary Colcord, MHRT/C  BPHC Program Manager   hcolcord@mepca.org 

Beth Pearce    Oral Health Coordinator    bpearce@mepca.org   

Kristen Kilcollins, MPH  Program Coordinator    kkilcollins@mepca.org 

Megan Cross    Program Coordinator    mcross@mepca.org  

 

 

Join MPCA on Slack! We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using 
the Slack communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups 
including our Clinical Channel and our Billing and Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to it@ 
mepca.org for help with joining. 

Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  

MPCA trainings and events.  

https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:mpancook@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/after-hours-resources/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:swhittaker@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:hhudson@mepca.org
mailto:mpancook@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:kkilcollins@mepca.org
mailto:mcross@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18

