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CLINICAL UPDATE 

Effect of Vaccination on Transmission of SARS-CoV-2 - The New England Journal of Medicine (9/8) 

Pfizer Covid-19 vaccine generates robust antibody response in children, without serious safety issues, 
company says - STAT (9/20) 

FDA advisory panel recommends booster doses of Covid-19 vaccine only for older and high-risk Americans - 
STAT (9/17) 

POLICY & COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE 

House Timeline for September 2021 

Speaker Pelosi (D-CA) aims to pass the Build Back Better (BBB) Act and the bipartisan infrastructure bill 
by September 27, 2021. As Congress works to pass the BBB Act, the House is also expected to take up 
a continuing resolution the week of September 20, 2021. If the FY22 appropriations bills do not pass by 
September 30, 2021, a CR will be required to prevent a government shutdown. The House will likely look to 
pass a CR to fund the government until December 10, 2021. Either the CR or a separate emergency relief 
package will include an increase to the debt ceiling as well as additional funding for hurricane and flood 
damages and Afghan refugee resettlements. 

House Republican Chair Signs onto PROTECT 340B Act 

On Thursday, Rep. Elise Stefanik (R-NY) – the recently-elected House Republican Chair who replaced Rep. Liz 
Cheney (R-WY) in that role in May – signed onto the PROTECT 340B Act and issued a press release expressing 
her support for the 340B program in general. Rep. Stefanik represents upstate New York, and is a long-time 
supporter of CHCs; her vocal support for the bill highlights its bipartisan support, and definitely suggests that 
the bill is gaining momentum.    

Final Rule to Rescind the Trump-era Insulin/Epipen Reg is with OMB for Review 

On Thursday 9/9, HRSA sent to OMB a Final Rule entitled "Rescission of the Final Rule entitled 
"Implementation of Executive Order..." that dictated pricing for insulin and EpiPens. Submitting a reg for OMB 
approval is generally the final step before it is officially published. While we can't yet see the contents of the 
Final Rule, this certainly sounds like good news. We will let you know once the Final Rule is released.
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2021 MPCA Annual Conference - Virtual 
Embracing Change: Recovery, Resilience, and Reinvention 

Registration | Agenda | FMI: Andrea Watkins (awatkins@mepca.org) 

Have you Registered? Reserve your spot to hear our Keynote Speaker on October 7 

 Arethusa S. Kirk, MD, FAAP, National Senior Medical Director 
 UHC Community and State, United HealthCare 

Session Dates: 10/7, 10/14, 10/21 | 2:30 - 5:00 PM 

Annual Board of Directors Orientation: 10/28 | 3:00 - 4:30 PM 
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https://www.reginfo.gov/public/jsp/EO/eoDashboard.myjsp
https://2021ac.eventbrite.com/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Agenda-2021-AC-V4.pdf
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Biden Administration seeks to Expand Telehealth in Rural America - 09/19/2021 

The roughly 15 percent of the population living in rural America includes some of the oldest and 
sickest patients in the country — a disparity that has grown more stark during the coronavirus 
pandemic. The Biden administration is investing more in telemedicine, whose use has grown 
sharply during the pandemic, as a way to improve their access to care. Last month, the 
Department of Health and Human Services announced that it was distributing nearly $20 million 
to strengthen telehealth services — usually medical appointments that take place by video or 
phone — in rural and underserved communities across the country. While the amount is 
relatively modest, it is part of a broader push to address the long-neglected health care 
infrastructure in those areas. (Original article: NY Times - 9.19.21) 

INTERESTING READS 

Covid-19 overtakes 1918 Spanish flu as deadliest disease in American history - STAT (9/20) 

The Spanish flu was previously the disease event that caused the biggest loss of life in the United States; the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimate that 675,000 Americans died during the 1918 pandemic, 
in waves of illness that stretched out over roughly two years in this country. 

Two dose version of Johnson & Johnson shot 94% effective against Covid-19, study finds - CNN (9/21) 

A two-dose version of Johnson & Johnson's coronavirus vaccine provides 94% protection against symptomatic 
infection, the company said Tuesday — making a two-dose regimen of J&J's Janssen vaccine comparable to a 
two-dose regimen of Moderna's or Pfizer's. 

Maine has the nation’s highest COVID-19 growth rate in the last 2 weeks - Bangor Daily News (9/16) 

Infections have continued to surge here in the past few weeks, with 658 new cases reported Thursday. The 
seven-day average of new infections climbed to 456, more than double what it was in late August. 

Penobscot Community Healthcare Restricts Use Of Rapid COVID-19 Tests Amid Surge In Demand, Limited 
Supply - maine public (9/16) 

The state’s largest Federally Qualified Health Center is restricting use of rapid antigen tests for Covid-19 
among surging demand and limited supply. 

1 in every 500 US residents have died of Covid-19 - CNN (9/16) 

The United States has reached another grim milestone in its fight against the devastating Covid-19 pandemic: 
1 in 500 Americans have died from coronavirus since the nation's first reported infection. 

There’s no evidence COVID-19 vaccines hurt fertility. Here’s what’s fueling the myth - PBS New Hour (9/16) 

COVID-19 vaccines are both safe and effective for pregnant people and those who plan to become pregnant, 
according to all of the data gathered by researchers so far. But the baseless concern or belief that they could 
hurt a person’s ability to conceive and deliver a healthy child has influenced many in choosing not to get a shot. 

The Impact of COVID-19 on Older Adults - The Commonwealth Fund (9/15) 

The virus’s impact on older adults goes beyond a higher risk for serious infection: it also includes limited 
access to care for all health conditions, as well as considerable social and economic hardships 

Winter is coming, again: What to expect from Covid-19 as the season looms - STAT (9/20) 
So what should we expect as we head into our second Covid autumn and winter? 

BILLING, CODING & TELEHEALTH NEWS 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
For updates from insurers and other relevant information, please visit the Telehealth Resources page on the 
MPCA website.

https://www.statnews.com/2021/09/20/covid-19-set-to-overtake-1918-spanish-flu-as-deadliest-disease-in-american-history/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=0c9a468b9e-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-0c9a468b9e-153857014
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/21/health/johnson-vaccine-two-doses-booster/index.html
https://bangordailynews.com/2021/09/16/news/maine-has-the-nations-highest-covid-19-growth-rate-in-the-last-2-weeks/
https://www.mainepublic.org/health/2021-09-16/penobscot-community-healthcare-restricts-use-of-rapid-covid-19-tests-amid-surge-in-demand-and-limited-supply
https://www.mainepublic.org/health/2021-09-16/penobscot-community-healthcare-restricts-use-of-rapid-covid-19-tests-amid-surge-in-demand-and-limited-supply
https://www.cnn.com/2021/09/15/health/us-coronavirus-wednesday/index.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/how-anti-vaccine-scare-tactics-exploit-our-fertility-anxieties
https://www.commonwealthfund.org/publications/surveys/2021/sep/impact-covid-19-older-adults?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=0ef873187e-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-0ef873187e-153857014
https://www.statnews.com/2021/09/20/winter-is-coming-again-what-to-expect-from-covid-19-as-the-season-looms/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=97c63b4cf6-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-97c63b4cf6-153857014
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
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National Nurse-led Care Consortium 
Special and Vulnerable Populations COVID-19 Forum 

September 24 | 2:00 PM | Registration & Information 

Suma Nair, PhD, MS, RD, Director of the Bureau of Primary Health Care's Office of Quality 
Improvement, will join the Forum to provide health centers with up-to-date information about 
COVID-19, specifically how health centers may be supported as they recover and stabilize their 
workforce while continuing to respond to the national pandemic. The Forum will identify, share, 
and promote promising practices, while highlighting and addressing challenges. 

NACHC - Innovations and Collaborations to Impact SDOH 
September 28 | 2:00 PM | Register 

Social Determinants of Health (SDOH) have long affected the well-being of communities across 
the nation, including access to the most basic of human needs. In March 2020, these drivers were 
magnified by the COVID-19 pandemic, seeing millions of Americans become food insecure, 
unemployed, unstably housed, and dying at alarming rates – especially in neighborhoods 
historically impacted by structural racism. 

MPHA - Best Practices for Public Health Communication  
to Promote Equity and Inclusion (recorded webinar) 

Sept 29, 2021 | 12:15 - 2:00 PM | Registration  

Join us for a virtual training on combating misinformation about the COVID-19 vaccines. This 
session - offered twice - is intended for health professionals and will cover strategies for 
responding to various types of misinformation as well as how to talk with the media. Breakout 
sessions will be offered where participants can practice responding to vaccine misinformation in 
media interviews and in one-on-one conversations with patients. 

RACIAL JUSTICE/HEALTH DISPARITY RESOURCES & INFO 

MaineHealth awarded $1 million to study COVID-19 testing in vulnerable communities - Portland Press Herald 
(9/20) 

Covid's Economic Sting Worse for Older Americans, Particularly Black and Latino People - STAT Morning 
Rounds (9/14) 

Covid-19 has hit older individuals hard and Black and Latino people even more so, but higher infection rates 
aren't the only damage done by the pandemic. New research analyzing data from 11 wealthy countries finds 
that U.S. adults 65 and older endured more economic hardship than similar people in the other 10 countries. 
Almost 1 in 5 older Americans drained their savings or lost their main source of income, a proportion four to 
six times higher than rates in Germany, Switzerland, the Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden. More older 
Latino/Hispanic adults (39%) and older Black adults (32%) experienced economic difficulties related to the 
pandemic, compared to 14% of older white adults. The pandemic also disrupted medical care for one-third of 
Americans and Canadians with chronic conditions.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page 
on the MPCA website.

https://nurseledcare.phmc.org/training/item/1123-special-and-vulnerable-populations-covid-19-forum.html
https://nachc.webex.com/mw3300/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=nachc&service=6&rnd=0.7061629245656952&main_url=https://nachc.webex.com/ec3300/eventcenter/event/eventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26%26%26EMK%3D4832534b000000050bf4fba8b9d1b68700a35fcc35bb3e3dfce9483681f3d073ad94c58c4728d9e0%26siteurl%3Dnachc%26confViewID%3D204894809296516594%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAX0aKU-1KemGqgCvMG1qj4kQzoeFP99ryV-mIr9DQy-DA2%26
https://www.nephtc.org/enrol/index.php?id=232
https://www.pressherald.com/2021/09/20/mainehealth-awarded-1-million-to-study-covid-19-testing-in-vulnerable-communities/
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://mepca.org/
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MPHA - Health Professionals Communications Forum: Combating COVID-19 Misinformation 

  Sept 21, 2021 | 12:30 - 1:30 PM | Registration  

Sept 22, 2021 | 6:00 - 7:00 PM | Registration  

Join us for a virtual training on combating misinformation about the COVID-19 vaccines. This 
session - offered twice - is intended for health professionals and will cover strategies for 
responding to various types of misinformation as well as how to talk with the media. Breakout 
sessions will be offered where participants can practice responding to vaccine misinformation in 
media interviews and in one-on-one conversations with patients. 

Weitzman ECHO Childhood Trauma 
COVID-19 and Beyond 

TWO great opportunities kick-off the first week of October – a one-time webinar and a 22-
session interactive ECHO series. Participation is flexible! Join us for the webinar for updates 
from the field. Then, if you’re ready to take a deeper dive and join a learning community, sign 
up for the smaller-group, extended ECHO series! 

Kickoff Webinar - Childhood Trauma: COVID-19 and Beyond Webinar 

October 5, 2021 | 1:00 PM | Registration & Information 

Weitzman ECHO Childhood Trauma: COVID-19 and Beyond 

Launching October 8, 2021 | 1:00 | Registration & Information 

WORKFORCE UPDATE 

The State of Maine is offering free stress management and resiliency resources to people in Maine 
experiencing stress reactions to the COVID-19 Pandemic, specifically healthcare workers. StrengthenME, along 
with Workforce EAP (Employee Assistance Program), will work closely with leadership at various healthcare 
organizations to customize these services, ensuring they are well suited to the needs of the workforce: 

• Master Classes for Leaders 

• Workshops for Frontline Healthcare Workers 

• Lunch-and-Learn Wellness Breaks 

• Wellness and Connection (WAC) Groups 

• Individual Work/Life Coaching 

• Maine Frontline Warm Line 

• Leadership Consultations 

For a more detailed description of services offered, and registration information, click here.  

UPCOMING WEBINARS OF INTEREST 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpduuvrD8qGtSHUpf0YPEdWzoJhlEaunm6
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMkce2pqj8qE9XrXXpQJiSQU7-zqSMQaCo6
https://chc1.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_EIUynStrT0Ooh9syjAkGNQ?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=07b0876523-childhood-trauma-echo&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e80a08c624-07b0876523-243241744
https://www.weitzmaninstitute.org/clinics/childhoodtraumacovid?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=07b0876523-childhood-trauma-echo&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e80a08c624-07b0876523-243241744
file:///C:/Users/awatkins/Maine%20PCA%20Dropbox/Programs/COVID-19%20Response/Compendium/ECovid%20Work%20Force%20Scope%20of%20Services_2021-22.pdf
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CHCNET UPDATE 

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine 
(CHCNet), or for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or 
contact Michael Pancook: mpancook@mepca.org. 

RESOURCES ADDENDUM 

AFTER HOURS - MPCA OFFICE HOURS RESOURCES  

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the        
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPCA CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO  Clinical Director     cpezzullo@mepca.org  

Bryan Wyatt, MA   Director of Policy & Communications  bwyatt@mepca.org 

Lisa Tapert, MPH   Chief Program Officer    ltapert@mepca.org  

Hillary Colcord, MHRT/C  Chief of Staff     hcolcord@mepca.org 

Susan Whittaker, CPC, CPMA  Quality Improvement Program Manager  swhittaker@mepca.org 

Hannah Hudson, MA   Policy & Communications Manager  hhudson@mepca.org  

Michael Pancook, MPA  CHCNet Program Manager   mpancook@mepca.org 

Sharon Stanley, MBA, CPC  Operations Improvement Program Manager sstanley@mepca.org  

Emily Ferry, MSW   Workforce Program Manager   eferry@mepca.org  

Beth Pearce    Oral Health Coordinator    bpearce@mepca.org   

Kristen Kilcollins, MPH  Program Coordinator    kkilcollins@mepca.org 

Megan Cross    Program Coordinator    mcross@mepca.org  

Ashley Cleary    PSO Program Coordinator   acleary@mepca.org 

 
 

Join MPCA on Slack! We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using 
the Slack communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups 
including our Clinical Channel and our Billing and Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to it@ 
mepca.org for help with joining.  

Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  

MPCA trainings and events.  

Is Your Health Center Hiring?  

Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA 

Job Board and list your openings on our website! 

https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:mpancook@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/after-hours-resources/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:ltapert@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:swhittaker@mepca.org
mailto:hhudson@mepca.org
mailto:mpancook@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:kkilcollins@mepca.org
mailto:mcross@mepca.org
mailto:acleary@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18
https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/

