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CLINICAL UPDATE 

Pfizer-BioNTech COVID vaccine effectiveness wanes over time - Kaiser Permanente (10/4) 

Biden moves to ramp up at-home Covid-19 testing - STAT News (10/6) 

Associations Between County-level Vaccination Rates and COVID-19 Outcomes Among Medicare Beneficiaries 
- ASPE Office of Health Policy (10/5) 

A primer on what we know about mixing and matching Covid vaccines - STAT Health (10/12) 

INTERESTING READS 

Maine’s most populous county is among the most vaccinated in the US - Bangor Daily News (10/6) 

Maine’s Cumberland County is among the U.S. counties with the highest COVID-19 vaccination rates, a factor 
that likely helped its case numbers stay lower than the rest of the state during a delta variant surge in the last 
month. 

Distrust for authority driving low vaccination rates in rural Maine - Bangor Daily News (10/6) 

In Cumberland County, almost 90 percent of eligible people had received at least one shot as of Tuesday, by 
far the highest rate of Maine’s 16 counties. Somerset County, in contrast, has the lowest rate: Only 64 percent 
of eligible residents have received at least one dose, far lower than the statewide and U.S. rates. 

OUTREACH & ENROLLMENT NEWS 

Enrollment Assisters Roundtables:  Maine Enrollment Assisters are invited to join Consumers for Affordable 
Health Care and Maine Primary Care Association for news and updates, as we become a fully-fledged State 
Based Exchange.  Marketplace eligibility basics, what enrollments may look like for everyone, and changes you 
need to be aware of related to MaineCare will be discussed. Officials from DHHS’s new Office of the Health 
Insurance Marketplace will join us to answer questions.  

 Thursday, October 14 from 10 am - 12 noon |Tuesday, October 19 from 1-3 pm. 

Assisters can register here or contact Maine Consumers for Affordable Health Care. 

2022 Health Insurance Plan Selection Webinar: A free webinar outlining the Health Coverage Plans available 
for 2022 in Maine's Marketplace, sponsored by Consumers for Affordable Health Care and Maine Primary Care 
Association. The 2022 Plan Selection Webinar will preview 2022 plans and discuss networks and features. 
Anthem Blue Cross Blue Shield, Community Health Options, and Harvard Pilgrim Health Care have been invited 
to attend. This event is for new and seasoned Maine Enrollment Assisters.  

This webinar will take place on October 28 from 1:00 - 2:30 PM | Registration  
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2021 MPCA Annual Conference - Virtual 

Embracing Change: Recovery, Resilience, and Reinvention 
10/14 - Telehealth Panel and Health Information Technology: Recovery into Resilience 

Registration | Agenda | FMI: Andrea Watkins (awatkins@mepca.org) 

Session Dates: 10/14, 10/21 | 2:30 - 5:00 PM 

Annual Board of Directors Orientation: 10/28 | 3:00 - 4:30 PM 

 
 

https://mepca.org/
https://about.kaiserpermanente.org/our-story/health-research/news/pfizer-biontech-covid-vaccine-effectiveness-wanes-over-time
https://www.statnews.com/2021/10/06/biden-moves-to-ramp-up-at-home-covid-19-testing/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=9dba8a4fba-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-9dba8a4fba-153857014
https://www.aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/c5d0dde224c224dd726694367846b609/aspe-covid-medicare-vaccine-analysis.pdf?_ga=2.145202109.849651245.1634051767-1442892104.1613046991
https://www.statnews.com/2021/10/12/a-primer-on-what-we-know-about-mixing-and-matching-covid-vaccines/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=e5c8c85433-MR_COPY_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-e5c8c85433-153857014
https://bangordailynews.com/2021/10/06/news/maines-most-populous-county-is-among-the-most-vaccinated-in-the-us/
https://bangordailynews.com/2021/10/06/news/a-distrust-for-authority-a-significant-factor-for-low-vaccination-rates-in-rural-maine/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrdeypqT0jEtNG7hhJE0FDMoctO2FF3o3n
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZwrdeypqT0jEtNG7hhJE0FDMoctO2FF3o3n
https://www.mainecahc.org/
https://www.mainecahc.org/
https://www.anthem.com/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=DChcSEwjR7Z-1rsXzAhUXicgKHQKXB70YABAAGgJxdQ&ae=2&ohost=www.google.com&cid=CAESQeD2MsmuBPeu4XRNlDDF_hRXbu1Q569BB-PCbS_ZcZc0TB2vxPlcw9gUozXTFfKr67q6Q28k2zUrE94VRwPmpBgB&sig=AOD64_0KCtreE4NrDZoWdhrZrVjtBZ0stw&q&adurl&ved=2ahUKEwi3i5e1rsXzAhXZl3IEHVlyCLMQ0Qx6BAgCEAE
https://www.harvardpilgrim.org/
https://tinyurl.com/2022insplans
https://2021ac.eventbrite.com/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Agenda-2021-AC-V4.pdf
mailto:awatkins@mepca.org
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POLICY & COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE 

White House Report Concludes that Vaccine Requirements do not Lead to Widespread Resignations  

Late last week, the White House issued a report analyzing the impact of COVID vaccine mandates on various 
sectors of the economy. Regarding the health care sector, the reports states: 

 These requirements have been shown to significantly increase vaccination rates among health care 
workers. 

 “[V]accination requirements have not led to widespread resignations, as some predicted.” It lists 
several health care employers who imposed vaccine requirements, and cites how many staff 
ultimately left as a result. These resignation rates ranged from less than 0.03% (Medical University of 
South Carolina Health) to almost 4% (a rural health system in Kentucky). 

 There is a long history of vaccine requirements in the US, dating back to the Continental Army.  
Currently, over 40% of hospitals have already announced their own vaccine requirements, and leading 
health care organizations support them. 

For more information, see page 9 -11 of the White House report.  

Budget Reconciliation Update 

Congress remains in a stalemate on negotiations over the size and scope of the $3.5 trillion reconciliation 
package, so Democrats are still trying to figure out how to scale back their “Build Back Better” plan to gain 
support of centrists without alienating their large progressive caucus. After Senators Joe Manchin (D-WV) and 
Kyrsten Sinema (D-AZ) said they would not support the House reconciliation package last week, House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) decided to postpone votes on both the reconciliation bill and the $1 trillion 
bipartisan infrastructure bill until Halloween. There is still no final number that is agreed upon for the 
modified reconciliation package although President Biden had suggested that the overall spending level would 
likely be between $1.9 trillion and $2.3 trillion as a concession to political reality.  

CHCs will be Required to Provide Uninsured Patients with “Good Faith Estimates” of their Costs starting Jan. 
1, 2022 

On September 30, 2021HHS released an Interim Final Rule (IFR) to protect consumers from surprise medical 
bills. This was the second IFR published under the “No Surprises Acts”, which was enacted last December. 
Unlike the first IFR, the second one will directly impact CHCs (and RHCs), requiring them to provide uninsured 
patients with a “Good Faith Estimate” (GFE) of the costs of receiving care at the CHC, effective January 1, 
2022. A preliminary analysis of these new regulatory requirements prepared by the State & Regional 
Associations of Community Health Centers can be found here. 

HRSA Assigns Panel to Review NACHC’s 340B ADR Petition 

On October 5, 2021, HRSA notified NACHC’s legal counsel that a 340B Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) 
panel has been assigned to NACHC’s petition representing over 225 CHCs against Sanofi and AstraZeneca. On 
June 23, 2021, HHS posted a Notice naming 8 members (6 voting, 2 non-voting) to the 340B ADR Board. These 
members were selected by HHS Secretary Becerra. Currently, Eli Lilly is the only manufacturer with a 
preliminary injunction against the ADR process and does not have to comply until litigation is resolved. NACHC 
continues to monitor developments, as its lawsuit regarding the ADR Rule and its enforcement remains active 
until the Board reviews NACHC's filed ADR Petition. Here is a copy of the Complaint and further background 
and recent developments, can be read here and here. 

 

Is Your Health Center Hiring?  

Click on the Job Board icon to utilize the new MPCA 

Job Board and list your openings on our website! 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Vaccination-Requirements-Report.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cms-9908-ifc-surprise-billing-part-2.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/GFEs-for-uninsured-ptts-Prelim-analysis-10-9-21.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-13461.pdf
https://www.nachc.org/nachc-files-suit-against-hhs-to-defend-the-340b-drug-discount-program-from-rx-manufacturer-attacks/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/mjj4qhqetzc9xh1/340B%20ADR%20Complaint%20FINAL.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/du3nnlkior9uaop/iwpnews%20340B%20article.pdf?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/s/t5qvgvzvhfn5euz/340B%20Report%20article.pdf?dl=0
https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
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RACIAL JUSTICE/HEALTH DISPARITY RESOURCES & INFO 

More than 140,000 U.S. children lost a primary or secondary caregiver due to the COVID-19 pandemic - NIH 
(10/7)  

New study highlights stark disparities in caregiver deaths by race and ethnicity, calls for urgent public health 
response. 

HHS Launches Spanish Language App to Help Latinos Navigate Health Care Questions, Issues New Report 
Highlighting Latino Coverage Issues - hhs.gov (10/8) 

New Tool Helps Patients Develop Questions for their Doctor’s Appointments and Provides the Latest 
Information on COVID-19 

For resources and other relevant information, please visit the Racial Justice/Health Disparities Resources page 
on the MPCA website 

 

 

White House & Treasury Webinar: The Child Tax Credit - Ensuring Successful  
and Equitable Implementation 

Thursday, October 21 | 2:00-3:00 PM | Registration 

With the American Rescue Plan Act (APRA) passage, the Child Tax Credit (CTC) has been 
expanded and provides additional financial support to families across the country. The CTC is a 
significant opportunity to help low-income families in our towns and cities. The Credit has the 
potential to lift families out of poverty and help parents start down a sustainable work path, but 
many families who qualify have not yet signed up. Local leaders have a pivotal role to play in 
ensuring families who are not already signed up access these resources for their families. 

 

NACHC: Special and Vulnerable Populations COVID-19 Forum 

November 19, 2021 | 2:00 – 3:00 PM | Registration & Information 

Join several National Training and Technical Assistance Partner organizations in the upcoming 
Special and Vulnerable Populations Forum! The Forum will begin with four, one-hour sessions that 
will address how COVID-19 has impacted health centers across the country and the special 
populations they serve. 

https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/more-140000-us-children-lost-primary-or-secondary-caregiver-due-covid-19-pandemic
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/10/08/hhs-launches-spanish-language-app-help-latinos-navigate-health-care-questions-issues-new-report-highlighting-latino-coverage-issues.html
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/10/08/hhs-launches-spanish-language-app-help-latinos-navigate-health-care-questions-issues-new-report-highlighting-latino-coverage-issues.html
https://mepca.org/racial-justice-health-disparities/
https://ustreasury.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_ARF0PQWCQ16ScWEuwmPQ-w
https://www.nlc.org/article/2021/03/17/how-the-american-rescue-plan-is-providing-more-money-to-families-through-tax-credits/
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEudOGrpj0iH9znhW6Gp8kbxqCLehr-UWdM
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BILLING, CODING & TELEHEALTH NEWS 
For updates from insurers and other relevant information, please visit the Telehealth Resources page on the 
MPCA website. 

CHCNET UPDATE 

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine 
(CHCNet), or for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or 
contact Michael Pancook: mpancook@mepca.org. 

RESOURCES ADDENDUM 

AFTER HOURS - MPCA OFFICE HOURS RESOURCES  

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the        
Compendium Resources Addendum page on the MPCA website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MPCA CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO  Clinical Director     cpezzullo@mepca.org  

Bryan Wyatt, MA   Director of Policy & Communications  bwyatt@mepca.org 

Lisa Tapert, MPH   Chief Program Officer    ltapert@mepca.org  

Hillary Colcord, MHRT/C  Chief of Staff     hcolcord@mepca.org 

Susan Whittaker, CPC, CPMA  Quality Improvement Program Manager  swhittaker@mepca.org 

Hannah Hudson, MA   Policy & Communications Manager  hhudson@mepca.org  

Michael Pancook, MPA  CHCNet Program Manager   mpancook@mepca.org 

Sharon Stanley, MBA, CPC  Operations Improvement Program Manager sstanley@mepca.org  

Emily Ferry, MSW   Workforce Program Manager   eferry@mepca.org  

Beth Pearce    Oral Health Coordinator    bpearce@mepca.org   

Kristen Tounzen, MPH  Program Coordinator    ktounzen@mepca.org 

Megan Cross    Program Coordinator    mcross@mepca.org  

Ashley Cleary    PSO Program Coordinator   acleary@mepca.org 

 
 

 

Join MPCA on Slack! We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using 
the Slack communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups 
including our Clinical Channel and our Billing and Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to 
it@mepca.org for help with joining.  

Please click on the calendar for a full listing of upcoming  

MPCA trainings and events.  

https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:mpancook@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/after-hours-resources/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:ltapert@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:swhittaker@mepca.org
mailto:hhudson@mepca.org
mailto:mpancook@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
mailto:eferry@mepca.org
mailto:bpearce@mepca.org
mailto:ktounzen@mepca.org
mailto:mcross@mepca.org
mailto:acleary@mepca.org
mailto:it@mepca.org
https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/month/?tribe-bar-date=2020-08-18

