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April is Oral Cancer Awareness Month, an opportunity for all health care providers to heighten their 

awareness about the importance of oral cancer prevention. In the 
US, mouth cancers are diagnosed in over 100 people each day, 
and someone dies from oral cancer every hour of every day. 
Health care professionals are part of the first line of defense in 
detecting oral cancer in its early stages. Beyond the dental office, 
oral cancer screenings should be conducted by health 
professionals including nurses, nurse practitioners, midwives, 
physicians, and physician assistants. 

The HPV vaccine, the only cancer prevention vaccine, is the most effective method for preventing 
oropharyngeal, cervical, and other HPV-related cancers. As oral health advocates, health care teams in dental 
and medical practices are perfectly positioned to provide HPV anticipatory guidance and resources for parents 
of children starting at age 9 to increase HPV vaccination rates and decrease rates of HPV and related cancers.  

For more information about oral cancer awareness initiatives, visit the Oral Cancer Foundation website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CLINICAL UPDATES 

New nasal spray treats Delta variant infection in mice, indicating broad spectrum results - Science Daily (3/28) 

Six crucial lessons from Omicron - Inside Medicine (2/28) 

U.S. approves second Covid-19 booster for people 50 and older - STAT News (3/29) 

Covid-19 pandemic isn’t over for Black Americans, report warns - STAT News (3/29) 

NIH experts discuss controlling COVID-19 in commentary on herd immunity - NIH (3/31) 

CDC UPDATES 

Test to Treat initiative provides quick access to free treatment nationwide for COVID-19. 

CDC Recommends Additional Boosters for Certain Individuals  

How to Improve Ventilation in Your Home  

ORAL HEALTH UPDATE 

U.S. dental spending forecast to hit $230B by 2030 - DrBicuspid (3/28) 

Tramadol-dexketoprofen combo effective for 3rd-molar extraction - DrBicuspid (3/29) 

For resources and information, please visit the Oral Health Resources section on the MPCA website. 

COVID-19 WEEKLY COMPENDIUM  
APRIL 5, 2022 | YEAR 3, VOLUME 5 

REMINDER: HPV Vaccination Interventions Partnerships Launch Webinar 

TODAY, April 5 | 4:00 PM | Register 

Join quality improvement leaders from health systems and health plans from across the U.S for a one 

hour webinar which will: 

• Provide national updates on the current state of adolescent immunization given pandemic 

disruptions 

• Showcase effective interventions implemented by ACS partners in 2021 

• Drive collective progress toward 2022 quality improvement goals and the long-term ACS’s 

Mission: HPV Cancer-Free 

 

https://mepca.org/healthcare-career-job-opportunities/
https://mepca.org/
https://oralcancerfoundation.org/
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2022/03/220328133621.htm
https://insidemedicine.bulletin.com/six-crucial-lessons-from-omicron/
https://www.statnews.com/2022/03/29/u-s-approves-second-covid-19-booster-for-people-50-and-older/#:~:text=The%20Food%20and%20Drug,last%20dose%2C%20the%20FDA%20said.
https://www.statnews.com/2022/03/29/covid-19-pandemic-isnt-over-for-black-americans-report-warns/?utm_source=STAT+Newsletters&utm_campaign=e8f9b940fc-MR_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_8cab1d7961-e8f9b940fc-153857014
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-experts-discuss-controlling-covid-19-commentary-herd-immunity
https://t.emailupdates.cdc.gov/r/?id=h6226a93c,164520f1,16455f2d&e=QUNTVHJhY2tpbmdJRD1VU0NEQ18yMDY3LURNNzkyMDYmQUNTVHJhY2tpbmdMYWJlbD1UZXN0JTIwdG8lMjBUcmVhdCUyMCU3QyUyMENPVklELTE5&s=PWJCQQqA433KsaABlyJOYGFwINpS6h4vKxbNGw5IeBQ
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2022/s0328-covid-19-boosters.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM79206&ACSTrackingLabel=Test%20to%20Treat%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM79206
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/interactive-ventilation-tool.html?ACSTrackingID=USCDC_2067-DM79206&ACSTrackingLabel=Test%20to%20Treat%20%7C%20COVID-19&deliveryName=USCDC_2067-DM79206
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?sec=sup&sub=bai&pag=dis&ItemID=330299
https://www.drbicuspid.com/index.aspx?Sec=sup&Sub=apm&Pag=dis&ItemId=330275
https://mepca.org/oral-health/
https://mepca.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_nWvGE8fQTgKD8sqAciqwWw
https://www.cancer.org/healthy/hpv-vaccine.html


 
 

What’s happening? Click here for a full listing of upcoming MPCA trainings and events.  
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POLICY & COMMUNICATIONS UPDATE 

Senate Strikes $10B Covid Deal 

Senate negotiators struck a deal on $10 billion in Covid aid on Monday, setting the chamber on a potential 
course to clear the bill this week. The compromise reprograms billions in unused money from other 
coronavirus bills to deliver funding for therapeutics, testing and vaccine distribution. The scaled-down package 
is less than half the initial request from the Biden administration and would not include $5 billion for global 
vaccine efforts. The House is expected to carefully review the package and potentially make changes. Sen. Roy 
Blunt (R-MO), a leading Senate appropriator, predicted that the administration would need to come back soon 
to request additional funding for COVID treatments, vaccines, and testing. 

Congressionally Directed Spending 

The Fiscal Year 2023 federal appropriations process will include opportunities to fund local projects through 
Congressionally Directed Spending (CDS). This opportunity is available to non-profit entities and state and 
local governments. Each congressional office has a different submission website and deadline. Please find 
additional information about this process here.  

 

 

 

 

CHCNET NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

For the latest information concerning the MPCA’s HCCN, Community Health Center Network of Maine 
(CHCNet), or for support with health information technology needs, please visit the CHCNet Member Portal or 
contact Michael Pancook: mpancook@mepca.org. 

NACHC 340B Office Hours 

NACHC will be hosting monthly 340B Office Hours starting April 12th at 2:00 PM ET. Join NACHC and 

340B experts from the field discuss the latest operations, compliance, and 340B policy updates. 

 

Medicus IT presents Cause & Impact - A Case Study Review of an Actual Cyber Attack Crime Scene 

Wednesday, April 6 | 12:30 - 1:30 PM | Registration 

Medicus IT brings together 4 industry experts to discuss a real case study of a healthcare practice 

that was impacted by a Triple Threat extortion, including Ransomware. Learn the top 5 things you 

can do to increase your cybersecurity posture and maximize incident prevention.  

 

https://mepca.org/training-events-calendar/2022-02/
https://mepca.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/s/segp8j2rca9mqj6/FY23%20Congressional%20Directed%20Spending%20Requests.pdf?dl=0
https://mepca.org/chcnet-member-forum/
mailto:mpancook@mepca.org
https://u3793769.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=e8Uk7YfNsLUwAlmgnRh-2FLPKEHfJdvzHNCPkAJ63hc8x0XMRYx8y5RuHhI7rmVekS42gIsRhhQABuQ0SfuOk2SYe1vNi0iJe4nyzqtFo61MhPubLGANljMHeWf65Rv8uDPefJ_F-2FB8EV7oDq5KHoKVpi9MHoEDm3BI6FffM77PmtW1TrUpVYS-2Fkko2FtgmTcmZ9CrV-2F64MGvpyn3R8eju5sDCNnlHIRaAtILFykD-2F5C3a0tawYFECJtPDyyJSJz622uIWHSfKv0U8xB-2Bk-2FwUuyAFgM-2BFYrvLqCRUsjsxsMtzVSqhm7oIrNVZwo4oOiTBbc4OYm6BbH0uC3NI0Ykn0L16soHtyw6-2FzeDEisqAFcGONqBuOBXBTnrONkpVYjUroCt6ZUWjN3k9dOqEaeQn9-2Fz0p7PuLXIUQ0UGHUtQ-2BpiJxxyVY-3D
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/5116480737245/WN_H7tWr-E7Rxm-ITexwGMcyQ
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HEALTH EQUITY/SOCIAL DETERMINANTS AND TRAUMA-INFORMED CARE RESOURCES 

The Impact of Trauma-Informed Care - One Community’s Example - Community Psychology 

Here is an example to help you better understand what a trauma-informed organization might look like. Here, 

we utilize CHDI’s key elements to develop trauma-informed systems. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For resources and information, please visit the Health Equity/Social Determinants Resources section on the 
MPCA website.  

INTERESTING READS  

COVID-19 infection increases your risk for diabetes, a new study says - NPR (3/31) 

People who suffered from even mild cases of COVID-19 face an increased risk of being diagnosed with 
diabetes within a year of recovering from the illness, a new study reports. 

How we will know when COVID-19 has become endemic - AMA (4/1) 

The U.S. has a chance to move COVID-19 from being a pandemic to an endemic, which “means that the 
disease is still around but that it's at a level that is not causing significant disruption in our daily lives,” said Dr. 
Parodi, an infectious diseases physician. 

A New Wave of Covid-19 Is Coming. Here’s How to Prepare - The New York Times (4/4) 

The next wave of Covid-19 is coming, and in some parts of the United States, it’s already here. Are you ready? 

NEPHTC presents Raising the Bar: On Racism, Health and Publication Standards 

Racism is a root cause of racial health inequities. Yet researchers and journals publish on racial health 

inequities without mentioning or examining racism. How do we raise this bar? For more information 

and to register for this recorded webinar, click here. 

NEPHTC presents Creating Transgender Inclusive Healthcare Environments 

Are you addressing the needs of transgender persons in your healthcare organization? This course is 

designed to support public health and healthcare professionals to develop inclusive environments 

for transgender and gender diverse individuals. For more information and to register for this 

recorded webinar, click here. 

 

 The Weitzman Institute presents Reimagining Primary Care through a Health Justice Lens 

Wednesday, May 4 | 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM | Registration and Agenda 

The Weitzman Institute Virtual Symposium provides a unique opportunity to hear from some of the 

nation’s top thought leaders, researchers, clinicians, and entrepreneurs who are leading efforts in 

the Institute’s key priority areas: social determinants of health, health systems optimization, 

and transformation and workforce development. 

https://mepca.org/
https://www.communitypsychology.com/what-is-trauma-informed-care-an-example/
https://mepca.org/health-equity-sdoh/
https://mepca.org/
https://www.npr.org/2022/03/31/1090080198/covid-19-diabetes-increased-risk?utm_source=npr_newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=20220401&utm_term=6513030&utm_campaign=news&utm_id=56692439&orgid=496&utm_att1=
https://www.ama-assn.org/delivering-care/public-health/how-we-will-know-when-covid-19-has-become-endemic
https://www.dropbox.com/s/buzcoqcmrq7h388/How%20to%20Prepare%20for%20BA.2%2C%20the%20Omicron%20Subvariant%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times.pdf?dl=0
https://www.nephtc.org/enrol/index.php?id=176#enroll-shortcut
https://www.nephtc.org/enrol/index.php?id=108
https://www.weitzmaninstitute.org/symposium/?utm_source=Master+List&utm_campaign=cb724625e1-weitzman-symposium-2022-announce&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e80a08c624-cb724625e1-243241744
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WORKFORCE UPDATE 

For resources and information, please visit the Workforce section on the MPCA website. 

BILLING, CODING & TELEHEALTH NEWS 

For updates from insurers and other relevant information, please visit the Telehealth Resources section on the 
MPCA website. 

RESOURCES ADDENDUM 

AFTER HOURS - MPCA Office Hours resources  

For the Stay Informed, Sign Up, Maine Helps, and Coping and Stress Resources information, please visit the 
Compendium Resources Addendum section on the MPCA website.  
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MPCA CONTACT INFORMATION: 

Christopher Pezzullo, DO  Chief Clinical Officer     cpezzullo@mepca.org  

Bryan Wyatt, MA   Chief Public Affairs Officer   bwyatt@mepca.org 

Lisa Tapert, MPH   Chief Program Officer    ltapert@mepca.org  

Hillary Colcord, MHRT/C  Chief of Staff     hcolcord@mepca.org 

Sharon Stanley, MBA, CPC  Director of Operations Improvement  sstanley@mepca.org  

Emily Ferry, MSW   Director of Workforce Initiatives  eferry@mepca.org 

Susan Whittaker, CPC, CPMA  Training & Risk Management Program Mgr. swhittaker@mepca.org 

Hannah Hudson, MA   Policy & Communications Manager  hhudson@mepca.org  

Michael Pancook, MPA  CHCNet Program Manager   mpancook@mepca.org 

Beth Pearce    Oral Health Program Manager   bpearce@mepca.org   

Kristen Tounzen, MPH  Clinical Quality & Safety Program Manager ktounzen@mepca.org 

Megan Cross    Program Coordinator    mcross@mepca.org  

Ashley Cleary    PSO Program Coordinator   acleary@mepca.org 

Becky Lambert   Behavioral Health Program Manager  blambert@mepca.org  
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Join MPCA on Slack! We are building our communication outreach capacity between meetings using 

the Slack communication platform. Many of you are already connected with us in several peer groups 

including our Clinical Channel and our Billing & Coding Channel. Please feel free to reach out to 

it@mepca.org for help with joining. 

https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/workforce/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/telehealth/
https://mepca.org/
https://mepca.org/after-hours-resources/
https://mepca.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID-19-Compendium-Resources-Addendum.pdf
https://mepca.org/
mailto:cpezzullo@mepca.org
mailto:bwyatt@mepca.org
mailto:ltapert@mepca.org
mailto:hcolcord@mepca.org
mailto:sstanley@mepca.org
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