
MAINE PRIMARY CARE ASSOCIATION

CLINICAL EDUCATION RETREAT 

Thursday May 25th, 2023 

8:45 AM – 3:30 PM 

Hybrid: Virtual via ZOOM 
In-person @ Maine State Library 

242 State Street, Augusta, ME 04330 

Meeting contact: Andrea Watkins 
awatkins@mepca.org 

Type of meeting: Clinical Education Seminar - Hybrid 

Facilitator: Christopher Pezzullo, DO  
Chief Clinical Officer, MPCA 
Clinical Director, MePCA PSO 

Co-Facilitators: Kristen Tounzen, MPH 
Clinical Quality & Safety Program Manager 
MPCA 
Ashley Cleary, BS 
PSO Program  Coordinator 
MPCA  

Target Audience: Medical, Behavioral Health & Dental Providers, Pharmacists and clinical staff 

Learning Objectives: Cervical Cancer: Prevention, screening and guideline updates for primary care and women’s health 
providers – Hannah Jones 

• Review the significance of cervical cancer and our role in prevention
• Discuss the role of HPV in the development of cervical cancer
• Outline Gardasil Vaccine guidelines
• Examine the new ASCCP 2019 guidelines for cervical cancer screening

Public health updates from Maine CDC: mpox, Influenza, and Hepatitis C – Isaac Benowitz, Dena 
Bushman, Anna Krueger, and Chloe Manchester 

• Describe risk factors for mpox infection and severe outcomes, how to prevent infection, and how
to diagnose and treat infection

• Describe trends in Influenza in Maine and the importance of specimen collection and testing in
Influenza surveillance in Maine

• Describe trends in Hepatitis C and perinatal Hepatitis C and current strategies to address Hepatitis
C in multiple key populations

Safe Table: Telehealth– Andrew Martin, Jeraldine Stolzfus, Susan Whittaker, Reid Plimpton, MPH 

• Identify potential adverse event hazards to care facilities using telehealth services

• Define litigation and healthcare organizational risk

• Implement mitigation strategies to reduce the occurrence of telehealth events

A Conversation on Precepting in Maine’s FQHCs – Emily Ferry, Jennifer Gunderman 

• Discuss benefits to hosting students and precepting

• Discuss what infrastructure is needed for FQHC sites to create successful preceptor models.

• Discuss successful innovative precepting practices.

• Hear successes from students and preceptors in Maine’s FQHCs

Navigating Cognitive Impairment in Older Adults – Amy Madden 
• Understanding cognitive screening vs. case finding
• Leveraging the Annual Wellness Visit as a touch point for screening
• Next steps for patients presenting with memory concerns or a positive cognitive screen

Building Our Largest Dementia Infrastructure for Alzheimer’s (BOLD) Focus Group – Megan Hawkes, MPH 

• Understand the extent to which FQHC sites understand ADRD risk factors and its early signs
• Understand how FQHCs currently administer cognitive assessments and implement care planning
• Understand what the challenges are with communicating an ADRD diagnosis
• Understand what the gaps are in knowledge and training

mailto:awatkins@mepca.org


 

AGENDA ITEMS   

Topic Facilitator Time 

Welcome & Introductions   
• Agenda review  
• Zoom instructions and housekeeping   
• Call to Action  

Christopher Pezzullo, DO  
Chief Clinical Officer  
MPCA   

Ashley Cleary 
PSO Program Coordinator 
MPCA 

8:45 - 9:00 AM 
 

Cervical Cancer: Prevention, screening and guideline 
updates for primary care and women’s health providers 
This presentation will review the relevance of cervical cancer in 
the United States, the importance of screening as well as 
prevention. We will review guidelines for prevention via the 
Gardasil vaccine as well as the updated 2019 cervical cancer 
screening guidelines. 

Hannah Jones, MD 
Northern Light Women’s Health 
 

9:00 –10:15 AM 

Updates on Public Health Issues in Maine 

Dr. Isaac Benowitz, and other leaders from the Maine CDC, will 
give updates on infectious diseases currently or potentially 
impacting Maine, including mpox, Influenza, and Hepatitis C. 

. 

Isaac Benowitz, MD  
Dena Bushman, NP  
Anna Krueger  
Chloe Manchester 
Maine CDC 

10:15 – 11:00 AM 

Break/grab your lunch  
Neil Korsen, MD, MSc, Faculty Scientist at MaineHealth 
Institute for Research, will join us for a brief update on 
research opportunities 

 (lunch provided for in-person attendees) 11:00 – 11:30 AM 

Safe Table – Telehealth  
A data driven exploration of telehealth services, trends related 
to event reports that have been submitted to the PSO, 
evidenced based recommendations on how to address the 
concerns identified by the analysis and a review of ECRI 
resources the MePCA PSO makes available to their members 
through the MePCA PSO Portal.  
 
 

Andrew Martin, MSN, RN, CPHRM 
Patient Safety Analyst  
ECRI Institute 

Jeraldine Stolzfus 
Manager, Patient Safety Organization  
& Safety Solutions 
ECRI Institute 

Susan Whittaker, CPC, CPMA 
Training & Risk Management Program Manager 
MPCA 

Reid Plimpton, MPH 
Telehealth Resource Centers 

11:30 AM - 1:00 PM 

Break   1:00 - 1:10 PM 

A Conversation on Precepting in Maine’s FQHCs  
Precepting is a big conversation. A lot of state and federal 
funding are being directed to training pathways, 
training/education expansion, and clinical rotations. However, 
hosting students and expanding on-site training is a struggle in 
the current healthcare climate. We want to have a 
conversation about the realities of precepting, what is needed 
to build a successful precepting infrastructure specific to FQHC 
environments. 

Emily Ferry, MSW 
Director of Workforce Initiatives 
MPCA 
 
Jennifer Gunderman, MPH  
University of New England 
AHEC Director/Workforce Team Lead  
 
Katie Adams, MD, FAAFP 
Health Access Network 
 
Katherine Pelletier, PA 
Penobscot Community Health Care 
 

1:10 – 2:10 PM 



Navigating Cognitive Impairment in Older Adults 
As part of the Building Our Largest Dementia Infrastructure 
(BOLD) grant work through the Maine CDC, HealthReach has 
been participating and working on streamlining their cognitive 
screening processes by updating their Annual Wellness Visit. 
Dr. Amy Madden will be joining us to speak about the 
revamping of their annual wellness visit and all of the tools 
that they’re using to increase cognitive screening, diagnosis, 
and care planning of patients with ADRD. 

Amy Madden, MD 
HealthReach Community Health Centers 
 
 

2:10 – 2:40 PM 

Building Our Largest Dementia Infrastructure for 
Alzheimer’s (BOLD) Focus Group 
Maine CDC is partnering with MPCA to promote education 
about the importance of risk reduction and early diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s Disease and Related Dementias (ADRD). The 
results of this focus group will help Maine CDC enhance its 
education about ADRD and identify training needs as well as 
inform broader program strategy development. 

Megan Hawkes, MPH 
Program Manager 
Public Consulting Group 
 

2:40 – 3:20 PM  

 

Options for local hotel accommodations: 
Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott is off Interstate 95, Exit 112 (if coming from the north) or 112B (if 
coming from the south) - turn right onto Rt. 27, then left onto Anthony Avenue (at the light across 
from the 99 Restaurant.) 
Homewood Suites by Hilton is off Interstate 95 Exit 109B, across from Harbor Freight. 
Senator Inn & Spa is off Interstate 95, Exit 109A, immediately to the right. 

 

https://www.marriott.com/en-us/hotels/augfi-fairfield-inn-and-suites-augusta/overview/?scid=f2ae0541-1279-4f24-b197-a979c79310b0
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=AUGWEHW&arrivalDate=2023-03-27&departureDate=2023-03-28&room1NumAdults=1&ownerVIPRate=false&brandCode=HH&inputModule=HOTEL_SEARCH
https://www.senatorinn.com/

